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Pursuant  to  Bureau  of  Land  Management  Contract 
#YA-512-RFQF-3,  Environmental  Information  Service 
conducted  "A  Study  of  Organized  Recreational  Group 
Use  of  the  California  Desert"  from  17  March,  1977 
to  16  September,  1977. 

The  final  report  of  this  study  is  composed  of 
two  sections:   a  description  of  methods  and  proce- 
ures  used  in  conducting  the  study;  and  the  results 
of  the  study.   It  is  suggested  that  any  interpre- 
tation of  the  results  of  this  study  be  performed 
within  the  constraints  of  the  study  design. 

Environmental  Information  Service  will  be 
responsible  only  for  those  interpretations  presented 
in  the  narrative  portions  of  this  report. 
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STUDY  DESIGN 

The  methodology  used  in  the  study  of  organized  recreational 
group  use  of  the  Southern  California  Desert  will  be  described 
according  to  the  following  components ; 

I.  Data  enumeration  -  the  means  by  which  organizations 
were  identified,  contacted,  interviewed,  and  the  data 
recorded. 

II.  Data  coding  -  the  encoding  of  data  to  facilitate 
automated  data  processing;  as  well  as  definitions 
and  areas  of  judgement  for  data  groupings. 

III.  Data  processing  -  both  automated  and  manual  methods 
of  summarizing  and  grouping  data. 

IV.  Data  analysis  -  comparisons,  trends,  generalizations 
and  qualifications  leading  to  the  results  (maps, 
summary  tables  and  descriptive  narratives) ,  of  the 
study. 

I.    DATA  ENUMERATION 

A.   IDENTIFICATION  OF  ORGANIZED  RECREATIONAL  GROUPS 

Identification  of  organized  recreational  groups 
which  might  use  BLM  administered  desert  in  Southern  Calif- 
ornia were  identified  with  respect  to  the  name  and  address 
of  the  organization  and  the  name  and  telephone  number  of  a 
representative  number. 

Sources  of  Organization  Names 

-  Bureau  of  Land  Management   The  mailing  lists  from  the 
Riverside,  Bakersfield  and  Barstow  offices  were  acquired 
as  initial  sources  for  organization  names;  primarily, 
major  parent  organizations  and  the  names  of  private  parties 
who  had  records  or  knowledge  of  recreational  groups.   There 
were   problems  encountered  with  the  mailing  list  in  the 
occurance  of  out-of-date  addresses  and  in  organizations 
which  had  disbanded.   It  should  be  stressed  that  one 
objective  of  this  study  was  to  identify  recreational  groups 
f       previously  unknown  to  the  BLM.   While  the  BLM  mailing  list 
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was  helpful  in  the  initial  identification  of  recreational 
groups,  it  did  not  in  any  way  guide  the  organizational 
content  of  the  study  "sample." 

-  Major  Parent  Organizations   A  list  of  major  parent 

organizations  and  their  home  offices  was  compiled  from  the 

BLM  mailing  list,  phone  book,  Chambers  of  Commerce,  various 

publications  and  during  "think-tank"  sessions.   A  listing 

or  directory  of  member  clubs  was  requested  from  the  home  or 

regional  offices  of  these  organizations.   These  major 

parent  organizations  include: 

American  Motorcycle  Association  (AMA) 

Audubon  Society 

Boys  Club 

Boy  Scouts  of  America 

Cactus  and  Succulent  Societies  of  America 

California  Association  of  Blazers 

California  Association  of  Four  (4)  Wheel  Drive  Clubs 

California  Federation  of  Mineralogical  Societies  (CFMS) 

California  Garden  Clubs 

California  Native  Plant  Societies 

California  Off-Road  Vehicle  Association  (CORVA) 

California  Turtle  and  Tortoise  Society 

Elks  Lodges 

Equestrian  Trails,  Inc. 

Garden  Clubs  of  America 

Girl  Scouts  of  America 

Good  Sam  International 

National  Federation  of  Mineralogical  Societies  (NFMS) 

National  Four  (4)  Wheelers 

National  Land  Sailing  Association  (NALSA) 

SCORE  International 

Sierra  Club 

Society  for  California  Archeology 

Southern  California  Botonists 

YMCA 

YWCA 

-  Referrals   A  major  source  of  organization  names  were 
referrals  obtained  during  discussions  with  each  organized 
group.   Typically,  we  would  ask,  "Do  you  know  any  other 
groups  who  use  the  California  Desert?   Who  should  we  contact." 

-  Publications   Another  source  of  organization  names  were 
publications  from  museums  (e.g.  San  Bernardino  County  Museum 
newsletters  and  directory) ,  Chambers  of  Commerce,  etc. 
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^  Magazines  were  of  additional  help,  specifically,  Desert 

Magazine,  Audubon ,  Sierra  Club  newsletters,  city  newspapers, 
and  local  magazines. 

-  Attended  Events    Several  events  were  attended  by  Environ- 
mental Information  Service  staff  for  the  specific  purpose  of 
obtaining  the  names  of  organized  groups.  These  events 
included:   BLM  conferences,  Gem  and  Mineral  shows,  Recreation- 
al Vehicle  shows,  Racing  and  Recreational  events. 

i  -  Other  sources   A  significant  number  of  organized  groups 

were  identified  through  a  variety  of  other  sources.   These 

|  included:   incorporation  records  -  county  clerks'  offices; 

equipment  manufacturers  and  dealers,  phone  books,  newspapers 

1  and  magazines,  nurseries,  police  and  fire  departments, 

Chambers  of  Commerce  and  service  clubs. 

* 

!  In  total,  over  seven  hundred  (700)  organizations  were 

i 

identified  as  potential  recreational  users  of  the  California 
!  h  Desert.   Of  this  potential  sample,  57%  or  400  groups  were 

contacted  and  recorded  as  confirmed  organized  users  of  the 
j  California  Desert.   Another  18.5%  or  130  organizations 

stated,  upon  interview,  that  they  did  not  use  the  desert  in 
an  organized  recreational  capacity.   An  additional  21%  or 
145  organizations  could  not  be  reached  either  by  phone  or 
letter.   Approximately  1.4%  or  ten  organizations  were  found 
to  have  disbanded.   Another  1.7%  or  twelve  organizations 
preferred  not  to  be  interviewed. 

Since,  as  a  matter  of  practicality,  only  those  organiza- 
tions located  in  Southern  California  were  contacted  (see 
map  of  study  area) ,  the  numbers  and  characteristics  of 
organizations  based  outside  the  study  area  cannot  be  deter- 
mined from  this  study.   It  is  therefore  suggested  that  the 
relative  contribution  to  total  desert  use  attributable  to 
out-of-area  organizations  be  determined  by  means  of  a  series 
v  of  on-site  studies  of  desert  areas.   If  the  number  of  these 

organizations  and/or  their  uses,  characteristics,  etc.,  is 
significant  in  the  opinion  of  BLM,  then  a  subsequent  study 
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of  organizations  from  a  larger  geographical  area  might  be 
considered. 

B.  CONTACTING  ORGANIZATIONS 

Depending  upon  the  means  by  which  a  given  organiza- 
tion was  identified,  the  name  of  a  contact  person  may 
or  may  not  have  been  available.   When  a  contact  person 
had  been  provided,  the  person  was  telephoned  and  inter- 
viewed.  When  a  contact  person  had  not  been  named,  an 
explanitory  letter  was  sent  to  the  organization  with  a 
return  postcard  by  which  they  could  inform  Environmental 
Information  Service  who  to  contact,  when,  where,  etc. 
Examples  of  the  letter  and  postcard  are  included  in 
Appendix  B. 

During  the  initial  contact,  it  was  determined 
whether  the  organization  uses  the  Southern  California 
desert  for  recreational  purposes.   Those  groups  identi- 
fied which  do  not  use  the  desert  are  included  in  Appendix 

C. 

Sometimes,  the  member  first  contacted  indicated  that 
another  member  was  more  familiar  with  the  organization's 
members  and  activities.   In  such  instances  the  alter- 
native member  was  interviewed. 

It  soon  became  apparent  that  some  organizations  were 
actually  parent  organizations  composed  of  several  indi- 
vidual groups.   Information  pertaining  to  these  parent 
organizations  is  presented  in  a  separate  section  of  the 
results  of  the  study. 
Z.       THE  INTERVIEW 

When  a  representative  member  of  an  organization  was 
contacted,  and  it  was  determined  that  the  group  visited 
the  Southern  California  desert  administered  by  BLM,  the 
member  was  interviewed  by  means  of  a  telephone  conversa- 
tion.  Organizations  for  which  interviews  were  completed 
are  listed  in  Appendix  A. 

Enumerators  conducting  the  interview  had  been 
instructed  to  introduce  themselves,  explain  the  purpose 
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of  the  study,  and  ask  the  respondent  to  provide  any 
information  which  he  or  she  might  feel  would  be  useful 
to  BLM's  planning  purposes. 

The  structure  of  the  ensuing  conversation  varied 
with  each  respondent.   Many  of  the  people  interviewed 
were  familiar  with  the  kind  of  information  sought  by 
BLM,  and  would  proceed  to  describe  their  organization's 
characteristics  and  patterns  of  desert  use  in  substan- 
tial detail.   Other  respondents  who  wished  clarifica- 
tion of  the  kind  of  information  desired  were  typically 
asked  to  describe  their  club,  where  they  like  to  go  and 
why. 

The  people  interviewed  were  generally  quite  willing 
to  provide  any  information  which  they  thought  would  be 
helpful  to  the  BLM's  desert  planning  purposes.   It  was 
rarely  the  case  (less  that  2%  of  interviews  attempted) 
that  the  respondent  expressed  any  reluctance  to  cooperate 
in  the  study. 

To  ensure  that  the  data  which  was  as  complete  as 
possible  could  be  acquired  by  such  non-systematic  means, 
enumerators  were  fully  briefed  on  the  nature  of  the 
information   sought;  and  were  equipped  with  a  check-list 
of  data  topics.   During  the  interview,  the  enumerators 
recorded  all  information  as  field  notes  on  blank  note 
paper. 

The  lack  of  an  interview  format  has  resulted  in  data 
exhibiting  the  following  characteristics: 

1)  the  data  recorded  in  field  notes  was  expressed  in  the 
respondent's  own  words  -  thus,  various  units  of 
measurement,  the   use  of  slang,  expressions  dependent 
on  their  conversational  context  for  interpretation, 
and  omissions  in  data  are  evident; 

2)  the  level  of  detail  in  information  was  the  respond- 
ent's prerogative.   Enumerators  would  only  ask  for 
clarification  if  they  felt  that  the  amount  of  detail 
was   inadequate; 
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3)  the  information  sought  was   described  to  the  respond- 
ent as  being  related  to  the  "typical"  member,  visit, 
or  site;  but  the  extent  to  which  the  data  actually 
represents  the  "typical"  case  can  be  known  only  by 
the  respondent. 

II.   DATA  CODING 

To  facilitate  automated  data  processing,  non-struc- 
tured data  from  field  notes  was  encoded  according  to  a 
standardized  data  format.   The  coding  system  was 
developed  in  two  phases: 

1)  discussions  among  the  BLM  and  personnel  of  Environ- 
mental Information  Service  yielded  a  classification 
system  based  upon  information  which  might  be  expected 
from  respondents. 

2)  as  the  study  progressed,  enumerators  continuously 
compared  unstructured  data  from  field   notes  with  the 
classification  system  based  on  expected  results. 
When  information  of  an  unexpected  nature  was  encount- 
ered, or  if  there  was  any  difficulty  in  fitting  the 
information  to  the  data  classification  system,  then 
new  classifications  were  developed  and  subsequently 
added  to  the  system. 

Thus,  the  information  groupings  of  the  data  coding 
system  were  actually  generated  by  the  data  itself.   The 
coding  system,  with  descriptive  definitions  of  data 
categories  and  response  types  is  presented  in  Appendix  D. 

Due  to  the  characteristics  of  the  interview  method- 
ology, information  in  a  conversational  context  sometimes 
required  interpretation  in  order  to  be  encoded.   For  this 
reason,  whenever  possible,  each  enumerator  coded  only 
that  data  which  he  or  she  had  acquired  personally.   When- 
ever enumerators  felt  that  some  information  they  had 
obtained  was  not  ammenable  to  automated  processing,  the 
information  was  not  coded  but  was  processed  manually 
instead. 
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III.   DATA  PROCESSING 

Data  was  processed  using  both  manual  and  automated 
techniques.   Generally,  data  which  is  easily  quantified,  or 
subject  to  grouping  for  comparative  purposes  was  processed 
using  an  IBM  360/50  computer.   More  qualitative  data,  such 
as  that  dealing  with  specific  issues,  has  been  processed 
collectively  by  enumerators  working  on  the  study.   In  most 
instances,  data  was  subjected  to  both  methods  of  processing. 

Manual  data  processing  was  performed  at  weekly  meetings 
of  enumerators  and  other  Environmental  Information  Service 
personnel.   Each  enumerator  summarized  interviews  performed 
during  the  previous  week.   Characteristics  among  the 
several  types  of  organizations  and  areas  visited  were 
compared  and  generalizations  were  discussed.   Major  issues 
were  identified  and,  whenever  possible,  the  alternative 
solutions  favored  by  the  various  affected  parties  were 
determined.   The  collective  effort  was  to  provide  a 
qualified  descriptive  narrative  for  each  topic  subject  to 
analysis. 

The  computer  programming  used  for  automated  data  proc- 
essing is  arranged  in  several  components. 

The  computer  program  and  print-out  are  provided  for  each 
of  the  following  tables: 

C-l   "Summary  of  Organizational  Attributes  by  Parent 

Organization. " 
C-2   "Organizational  Attributes  by  Organization  Number." 
C-3   "Site  Parameters  by  Organization  Number." 
C-4   "Organizations:   Number  of  Trips  per  Month." 
C-5   "Summary  of  Organizational  Attributes  by 

Activity  Type." 
C-6   "Summary  of  Site  Parameters  by  Activity  Type." 
C-7   "Satisfaction  Rankings  by  Activity  Type." 
C-8   "Attribute  Rankings  by  Activity  Type." 
C-9   "Summary  of  Sites." 

A  detailed  description  of  each  print-out  is  provided 
with  the  summary  narrative  in  the  appropriate  section  of 
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the  "Results  of  the  Study." 

IV.     DATA  ANALYSIS 

The  methods  of  data  analysis  applied  to  various  topics 
include:   comparisons  for  purposes  of  identifying  similar- 
ities and  differences  in  characteristics  among  groups; 
descriptions  of  situations  or  issues  pertinent  to  the 
study;  temporal  and  spatial  analysis  to  investigate 
problems  among  recreationists;  as  well  as  others.   The 
specific  methods  used  will  be  described  with  each  topic 
discussed  in  the  "results"  of  the  study. 
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RESULTS  OF  THE  STUDY 

Introduction/Summary 

The  information  requested  by  the  Bureau  of  Land 

Management  to  result  from  a  "Study  of  Organized  Recreation 

Group  Use  of  the  California  Desert"  is  summarized  as 

follows : 

Data  Required 

Data  to  be  collected  shall  (whenever  possible)  include  the 
following  of  organized  recreation  groups: 

1 .  Name 

2.  Location 

3.  Number  of  members,  active  and  inactive 

4.  Primary  activities  engaged  in 

5.  Primary  areas  used  in  the  desert 

6.  Frequency  of  use  and  times  or  periods  of  use  of 
these  areas. 

7.  Significant  problems  confronted  by  these  groups 
in  the  field,  such  as  conflict  with  other  recrea- 
tionists  or  land  users. 

8.  Key  characteristics  of  the  areas  that  these  groups 
use  that  make  the  areas  desirable. 

9.  Intangible  satisfactions  or  values  primarily  sought 
by  these  groups,  e.g.,  solitude,  nature,  companion- 
ship, competition,  recognition,  etc. 

10.   Key  Socio-economic  characterstics  of  the  groups 
when  such  characteristics  can  be  identified  or 
generalized:   average  age,  sex  ratio,  average 
education,  average  income,  occupation  types, 
residence  areas,  etc.   (At  the  request  of  the 
Contracting  Officer's  Authorized  Representative, 
these  characteristics,  with  the  exception  of  sex 
ratio  and  residence  areas,  have  been  deleted). 

Data  will  be  displayed  for  each  organized  recreation  group 
consulted  and  summarized  for  all  groups  within  a  given 
organized  recreational  activity  type,  e.g.,  motorcyclists, 
hikers,  etc. 

Analyses  of  the  data  will  be  made  and  appropriate  conclu- 
sions and  inferences  will  be  drawn  where  justified. 
Patterns  of  use  and  demand  as  well  as  correlations  between 
activity  groups  and  variables  will  be  identified  wherever 
possible. 

Maps  will  be  provided  showing  the  specific  site  locations 
or  area  in  the  desert  which  are  used  by  various  organized 
groups.   Maps  will  also  identify  areas  most  intensively 
used  and  those  that  have  prime  values  for  given  types  of 
activities . 
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Of  over  700  recreational  organizations  identified  with- 
in the  study  area,  approximately  400  were  surveyed  as  users 
of  the  Southern  California  Desert.   Of  those  interviewed, 
the  majority,  approximately  75%,  were  found  to  be  affiliated 
with  larger  (parent)  organizations.   These  larger  groups  are 
summarized  and  discussed  in  the  section  "Parent  Organiza- 
tions. " 

Individual  clubs  using  the  desert  for  recreational 
purposes  vary  widely  with  respect  to  size,  activity  type, 
satisfactions  sought,  etc.,  however,  several  similarities 
among  them  have  been  identified.   The  general  characteristics 
of  recreational  organizations  consulted  and  the  specific 
data  pertaining  to  each  organization  are  presented  in  the 
section"General  Characteristics  of  Recreational  Organiza- 
tions using  the  California  Desert." 

Generally,  the  various  organizations  of  a  given  activity 
type  exhibited  a  higher  degree  of  similarity  in  members' 
characteristics,  patterns,  of  use,  etc.,  thar  those  of 
different  activity  types.   The  attributes  of  each  activity 
type  are  summarized  and  discussed  in  the  section,  "General 
Characteristics  of  Recreational  Organizations  by  Activity 
Type . " 

The  organizations  consulted  represent  2fc  activity  types. 
Similarities  and  differences  among  the  majoi  activity  types 
are  presented  in  the  section, -  "Comparison  oi  Activity  Types". 

Patterns  of  desert  use  with  respect  to:   time  and 
intensity  of  use;  activities  engaged  in;  att. ibutes  sought; 
etc.,  are  summarized  and  discussed  in  the  section,  "Sites." 

Daring  the  course  of  the  study,  several  ssues  related 
to  desert  use  were  identified  asL.  being  relevant  to  several 
organizations.   These  are  discussed  in  the  section,  "Issues." 

Much  of  the  data  acquired  during  the  study  is  presented 
in  tables  generated  by  computer.   Instructions  nor  reading 
these  tables  are  included  in  those  sections  of  the.  report 
for  which  the  data  is  most  relevant.   Tables  whJ  :h  are  to 
be  found  in  computer  print-outs  are  designated  with  a  "C" 
prefix  to  the  table  number. 

10 


c 


II.    Parent  Organizations 

Approximately,  seventy-five  percent  of  the  groups 
interviewed  were  affiliated  with  parent  organizations, 
following  parent  organizations  were  identified: 


The 


Identification 
Number 

900 
901 
902 

903 

904 
905 
906 

907 
908 
909 
910 
911 
912 
913 
914 
915 

916 
917 
918 
919 
920 
921 
922 
923 
924 
925 
926 
927 
928 
929 
930 
931 
932 
933 
934 
935 
936 


Parent  Organization 

Independent:   No  parent  organization  ('?-  0 

Equestrian  Trails,  Inc.  O-0 

California  Federation  of  Mineralogical 

Societies  C^) 
California  Off-Road  Vehicle  Association 

(corva)  0s7 

Society  for  California  Archeology^} 
American  Motorcycle  Association  (Ci) 
California  Association  of  4-Wheel  Drive 

Clubs  C^-) 
Good  Sam  International (*) 
Audubon  Society  (yr) 

National  Land  Sailing  Association CM^ 
California  Garden  Club  (£? 

Fossils  for  Fun  CO  A, 

Sierra  Club  0*0 
Boy  Scouts  of  America  ("?) 

National  Beer  Can  Collectors  of  America O") 
National  Recreational  Vehicle  Racing 

Association  (NRVRA)  (V 
National  Federation  of  Mineral  Societies  (') 
Mid- 400  0) 

Cactus  &  Succulant  Societies  of  America  C*-") 
National  4-Wheelers  Ci") 
Boys  Club  of  America  C3-) 

Young  Mens'  Christian  Association  (YMCA)  C3") 
Southern  California  Botanists  C  '  j 
California  Native  Plant  Society  C2~~) 
California  Association  of  Blazers  10 
Sports  Car  Club  of  America  CO 
Elks  Lodges  O) 
Garden  Clubs  of  America  C  0 
Girl  Scouts  of  America  <  -0 
San  Bernardino  County  Museum  ;  0 
Native  Sons  of  the  Golden  West  C\~) 
Wind  &  Sun  Camera  Club  O) 
California  Turtle  &  Tortoise  Club 
Southwestern  Herpitology  Club  ;  I 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  -0 

Young  Women's  Christian  Association  (YWCAJC^ 
Southern  California  Council  of  Conservation 

Clubs 


> 


Information  regarding  each  parent  organization  is  pre- 
sented in  table  C-l. 
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Under  the  title,  "Organizational  Attributes  by  Parent 
Organization",  the  following  data  is  presented  for  each 
member  group:   activity  type;  number  of  members;  percentage 
of  membership  which  is  active;  the  spatial  distribution  of 
members'  residences  (radius  in  miles);  the  group's  sex 
ratio,  %  male;  the  satisfactions  expressed  as  typical  (in 
order  of  importance) ;  the  concerns  held  by  members  of  the 
group  regarding  the  desert  resource  (listed  in  order  of 
importance) . 

Under  title  "Summary  of  Organizational  Attributes  by 
Parent  Organization",  information  regarding  each  parent 
organization  is  generalized  as  follows: 

1.  Activity  Type  -  expressed  as  that  most  often  mentioned 

by  member  clubs  as  the  primary  or  most  important  activity 
in  which  they  participate. 

2.  Number  of  clubs  interviewed  belonging  to  the  particular 
parent  organization.   It  should  be  noted  that  the 
parent  organization  may  contain  several  other  clubs 
which  were  not  interviewed. 

3.  Average  membership  of  clubs  within  the  parent  organiza- 
tion. 

4.  The  percentage  of  membership  which  is  active,  expressed 
as  the  mean  and  standard  deviation  of  responses  from 
member  groups  interviewed. 

5.  The  distribution  of  the  memberships'  residences, 
expressed  as  the  mean  and  standard  deviation  of  responses 
from  member  groups  interviewed. 

6.  The  sex  ratio  of  the  membership  expressed  as  the  mean 
and  standard  deviation  of  responses  as  percentage  of 
membership  which  is  male. 

7.  Satisfactions  sought  by  people  in  the  parent  organiza- 
tions are  summarized  and  ranked  according  to  two  methods: 
first,  by  frequency  of  being  mentioned  as  primary 
(percentage  frequency  distributions  are  included) ; 
second,  by  being  mentioned  most  often  as  primary, 
secondary  and  tertiary. 
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8.   The  concerns  expressed  by  members  of  parent  organiza- 
tions are  summarized  in  identical  fashion  to  the  satis- 
factions. 

Summary  of  Parent  Organizations 

Clubs  within  each  parent  organization  generally  share 
some  common  activity  or  philosophy.   The  following  is  a 

summary  of  characteristics  descriptive  of  each  of  the  largest 

i 

parent  organizations: 

j  Equestrian  Trails,  Inc.   (10  member  clubs  interviewed)  - 

is  an  organization  representing  horseback  riding  and  horseman- 

I  ship  clubs.    Ten  member  clubs,  located  primarily  in  desert 

areas  were  identified  and  enumerated  as  users  of  desert  lands. 

r  Satisfactions  frequently  mentioned  by  member  clubs  include 

companionship  with  horse,  discovery,  solitude  and  family 
togetherness.   Concerns  frequently  mentioned  involve  motor- 

i  cycle  and  other  ORV  activity  primarily  on  or  in  the  near 

vicinity  of  the  trails  used  on  horseback  outings.   Concerns 
regarding  the  BLM  and  other  government  agencies  were  also 
noted. 

California  Federation  of  Mineralogical  Societies  (CFMS) 
(69  member  clubs  interviewed)  -  represents  a  large  percentage 
of  gem  and  mineral  clubs  throughout  California.   Sixty-nine 
representative  of  all  areas  within  Southern  California  were 
interviewed.   Member  clubs  were  typically  active  indicating 
a  willingness  and  ability  to  travel  to  the  desert  on  the 
average  of  nine  times  a  year.   Satisfactions  most  frequently 
mentioned  include  acquisition  of  mineral  specimens,  comraderie 
and  solitude.   Concerns  frequently  mentioned  include  nuisance 
created  from  motorcycle  activity,  4-wheel  drive  activity,  and 
governmental  administration  policies. 

California  Off-Road  Vehicle  Association  (CORVA)  (15  member 
clubs  interviewed)  -  represents  recreational  clubs  utilizing 
off-road  vehicles.   Of  the  15  member  clubs  interviewed,  2 
were  rockhound  clubs,  9  were  dunebuggy  clubs  and  4  were  jeep- 

ing  clubs.   A  number  of  other  clubs  within  CORVA  were  identi- 

« 
13 


r 


f 


ft 


fied  but  preferred  not  to  be  interviewed.   Satisfactions 
most  frequently  mentioned  by  those  clubs  interviewed  include 
family  togetherness,  emotional  release,  exit  civilization, 
comraderie  and  acquisition.   Concerns  most  frequently  mention- 
ed dealt  with  governmental  administrative  policies. 

American  Motorcycle  Association  (AMA)  (63  member  clubs 
interviewed)  -  represents  clubs  engaged  primarily  in  compe- 
titive racing  or  motorcycle  play  activities.   Member  clubs 
are  typically  active  and  visit  the  desert  on  an  average  of 
20  times  per  year.   Satisfactions  most  frequently  mentioned 
include  competition,  exit  civilization,  family  togetherness 
and  comraderie.   Concerns  most  frequently  mentioned  dealt 
with  governmental  administrative  policies. 

California  Association  of  4-Wheel  Drive  Clubs  (20  member 
clubs  interviewed)  -  represents  jeeping  and  to  a  lesser 
extent  dunebuggy  clubs.   Satisfactions  most  frequently 
mentioned  include  exit  civilization,  discovery  and  family 
togetherness.   Concerns  most  frequently  mentioned  dealt  with 
governmental  policies. 

Audubon  Society  (20  member  clubs  interviewed)  -  repre- 
sents clubs  with  nature  study,  and  bird  watching  interests. 
Satisfactions  most  frequently  mentioned  include  appreciation 
of  nature,  recognition,  education  and  solitude.   Concerns 
most  frequently  mentioned  dealt  with  motorcycle  play,  hunting, 
motorcycle  racing,  jeeping  and  dunebuggy  activities. 

Sierra  Club  (19  member  clubs  interviewed)  -  represents 
outdoor  activity  clubs  with  diverse  activity  types  primarily, 
hiking,  backpacking,  nature  study,  rock  climbing,  site  pro- 
tection and  non-vehicular  camping.   Satisfactions  most 
frequently  mentioned  include  appreciation  of  nature,  solitude, 
and  comraderie.   Concerns  most  frequently  mentioned  dealt 
with  motorcycle  play,  jeeping  and  dunebugging  activities. 

The  role  of  the  parent  organization  is  both  informative 
and  representative  with  respect  to  member  clubs.   Information 
provided  to  member  organizations  may  include  coming  events  and 
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activities  as  well  as  issues  of  desert  management.   Some 
representatives  of  parent  organizations  exhibited  familiarity 
with  Bureau  of  Land  Management  and  desert  management  policies. 
In  some  instances,  a  several-year  history  of  communication 
with  BLM  could  be  described,  occasionally  with  dissatisfaction 
toward  governmental  desert  management  policies. 

Representatives  of  parent  organizations  generally  expressed 

'  the  belief  that  issues  regarding  desert  use  could  be  influenced 

i  by  political  pressure. 

!  Some  of  the  larger  parent  organizations  offer  collective 

means  (e.g.,  legal  services,  providing  or  witholding  informa- 

|  tion  to  the  BLM,  representation  to  desert  advisory  committees, 

etc.),  to  further  the  ends  of  member  groups. 

I  In  addition  to  providing  member  clubs  with  both  a  means 

of  information  and  a  means  of  expression,  parent  organizations 
seem  to  promote  the  longevity  of  individual  clubs.   The 
majority  of  recently  disbanded  clubs  with  which  contact  was 
accomplished  had  not  been  affiliated  with  parent  organizations. 
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III.   General  Characteristics  of  Organized  Recreational  Groups 
~\  Using  the  California  Desert 

There  are  102,840  members  in  the  organizations  surveyed. 
The  data  pertaining  to  individual  organizations  is  displayed 
on  tables:   C-2,  C-3,  and  C-4.   Table  C-2,  "Organizational 
attributes",  lists  each  organization  interviewed  by  identi- 
fication number.   The  information  for  each  club  includes: 
parent  organization  identification  number  (if  applicable) ; 
activity  type;  membership;  percentage  of  membership  active; 
residential  distribution  (radius  in  miles) ;  sex  ratio  (as 
percentage  of  membership  which  is  male;  satisfactions  - 
listed  in  order  of  importance;  and  concerns  -  listed  in 
order  of  importance. 

Table  C-3,  "Site  Parameters  by  Organization  Number", 
lists  the  identification  number  of  each  organization  con- 
sulted.  The  information  presented  for  each  group  includes: 
an  identification  number  for  each  site  mentioned  (latitude 
and  longtitude  -  note  a  "1"  has  been  omitted  as  the  first 
character  of  longitude  in  each  case) ;  the  distance  traveled 
by  the  group  to  the  site  (expressed  as  a  range  of  travel 
time  in  hours);  the  number  of  persons  usually  participating 
in  organizational  outings;  the  typical  dispersion  of  members 
about  the  sites  visited  (expressed  as  a  range  of  miles  in 
radius) ;  the  attributes  of  the  site  which  make  it  attractive 
to  the  club's  members  (ranked  in  order  of  importance);  the 
activities  in  which  the  members  engage  during  typical  visits 
to  the  desert  (ranked  in  order  of  importance) ;  and  any 
problems  encountered  by  club  members  when  mentioned  specifi- 
cally for  a  given  site  (ranked  in  order  of  importance) . 

A  detailed  discussion  of  the  most  frequently  used  sites, 
their  attributes,  the  mix  of  activities  in  which  visitors 
participate  and  any  problems  mentioned  by  site  users  is 
contained  in  the  section,  "Sites." 

Table  C-4,  "Organizations:   Number  of  Trips  per  Month", 
presents  for  each  organization  interviewed,  the  activity  type 
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and  the  number  of  trips  usually  taken  each  month  of  the 
year.   Each  organization  is  listed  by  its  identification 
number. 

Summary  of  Characteristics  of  Organized  Recreational  Groups 
Using  the  California  Desert 

"Activity  Types" 

The  organizations  interviewed  represent  28  activity 

types.   The  distribution  of  clubs  within  the  various  activity 

types  is  represented  in  table  3-1. 


No.  of  Times  Other 
Activities  were  Mentioned 

2 

6 
32 
21 
53 
17 
145 

4 

0 

2 

0 

6 
10 
162 
21 
27 
12 
15 

1 
39 
59 
15 

2 
12 
16 

9 

5 
17 

Also  depicted  on  table  3-1  is  the  number  of  times  "other 
activities"  in  which  members  of  various  activity  types  engage. 


Table  3-1 

Distribution  of 

Clubs  Within 

Activity  Type 

No.  of  Clubs 

Picnic 

2 

Hiking 

3 

Backpacking 

14 

Vehicle  Camping 

12 

Nature  Study 

27 

Horseback  Riding 

10 

Rockhounding 

78 

Photography 

2 

Painting 

1 

Playing  Games/Sports 

1 

Hang  Gliding 

2 

Rockclimbing 

3 

Sand  Sailing 

5 

Motorcycle  Racing 

78 

Motorcycle  Playing 

8 

Plant  Study 

14 

Reptile  Study 

7 

Bird  Study 

8 

Mammal  Study 

1 

Dune  Bugging 

20 

Jeeping 

29 

Archeology 

10 

Paleontology 

1 

Site  Protection 

6 

Non-vehicular  Campint 

8 

Historical  Study 

5 

Site  Survey 

3 

Miscellaneous 

13 
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While  the  number  of  "other  activities"  mentioned  will 
depend  upon  the  number  of  clubs  interviewed  within  each 
activity  type,  it  is  apparent  that  a  significant  number  of 
organized  recreationists  engage  in  several  activities 
during  visits  to  the  desert. 

"Membership" 

The  membership  of  individual  organizations  varies  from 
2  to  over  10 , 000  people.   The  number  of  clubs  in  several 
membership  categories  is  summarized  in  table  3-2. 

Table  3-2 

"Distribution  of  Organizations  by  Number  of  Members" 

Number  of  Members     Number  of  Organizations 

less  than  50  148 

50  -    99  112 

100  -   499  80 

500  -   999  14 

1000  -  1999  10 

over  2000  5 

Generally,  organizations  with  very  large  memberships 
(e.g.,  over  five  hundred  persons)  visit  the  desert  in 
smaller  recreational  units.   These  groups  tend  to  belong  to 
large  parent  organizations. 

The  number  of  members  participating  in  group  visits 
varies  from  2  to  over  500.   Most  organizations  visit  the 
desert  in  relatively  small  groups  of  fewer  than  fifty  people 

"Visitation" 

The  visitation  frequency  of  various  organizations  varies 
from  one  visit  per  year  to  one  visit  per  week.   Over  98%  of 
the  organizations  interviewed  used  the  desert  on  weekends  or 
during  school  vacation  periods  and  holidays.   Some  groups, 
predominantly  composed  of  retired  persons,  avoid  using  the 
desert  during  periods  of  peak  use  by  restricting  visitation 
to  weekdays.   The  "typical"  organizations  visit  the  desert 
beginning  Friday  afternoon  and  ending  Sunday  evening. 
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The  organizations  consulted  account  for  4831  visits  to 
the  desert  each  year.   The  number  of  clubs  in  several  cate- 
gories of  visitation  frequency  is  presented  in  table  3-3. 

Table  3-3 

"Frequency  of  Visitation" 

Number  of  Trips  Per  Year     Number  of  Organizations 

less  than  10                    186 

10  -  19  106 

20  -  29  42 

30  -  39  24 

40-49  8 

50-59  0 

60  and  over  2 

Some  major  events  (e.g.,  annual  outings,  competitive 
events)  however,  may  be  attended  by  groups  of  over  300 
visitors  from  an  individual  organization. 

Since  non-member  family  and  friends  frequently  accompany 
organizational  members  on  group  outings,  the  total  visita- 
tion at  a  given  site  attributable  to  organizational  use  can 
be  expected  to  be  significantly  larger  than  the  number  of 
organizational  members  attending  trips  to  the  area. 

"Dispersion" 

The  spatial  dispersion  of  visitors  about  the  site  is  a 
function  of  the  terrain  in  the  area,  and  the  activities  in 
which  visitors  engage.  The  areas  used  by  various  activity 
types  at  specific  sites  are  mapped  in  the  section,  "Sites." 

"Distance  Traveled" 


The  distance  traveled  by  group  members  is  indicative  of 
the  time  and  fuel  expense  invested  by  desert  users.   The 
distribution  of  trips  taken  among  various  distance  categories 
is  summarized  in  table  3-4. 
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Table  3-4 

"Distance  Traveled  by  Organizational  Groups" 

Distance  Traveled  Number  of  Trips 

(ranges  in  hours  of  travel    (among  all  organizations 
time)  surveyed) 

Less  than  one  hour                 366 

1-2  642 

2-4  3391 

4-6  411 

6-8  21 

"Satisfactions" 

Satisfactions  sought  by  "typical  members"  of  each  club  are 

listed  by  respondents  in  order  of  importance.   The  number  of 

times  each  satisfaction  was  mentioned  in  any  way  is  summarized 

in  table  3-5. 

Table  3-5 

"Summary  of  Satisfactions" 

Satisfactions  Number  of  Times  Mentioned 

Comraderie  212 

Exit  Civilization  145 

Communion/Appreciation  of  Nature  128 

Family  Togetherness  90 

Competition  87 

Aquisition  84 

Education  55 

Discovery  45 

Solitude  38 

Challenge  25 

Conservation  23 

Emotional  Release  22 

Recognition  14 

Protection  of  Cultural  Resources  14 

Site  Improvement  14 

Service  to  Parent  Organization  13 

Exercise  12 

Companionship  with  Horse  10 

Health  9 

Relaxation  6 

Equipment  Improvement  4 

As  might  be  expected  from  members  of  organized  recreational 
groups,  "comraderie"  was  mentioned  most  often  as  a  satisfaction 
derived  from  their  recreational  use  of  the  desert.   "Exit 
civilization"  was  mentioned  second-most  often.   This  appears 
descriptive  of  the  desert's  recognized  value  as  a  natural 
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resource,  in  essence,  a  place  to  "get  away  from  it  all." 
The  third  most  frequently  mentioned  satisfaction  was 
"appreciation  of  nature."   This  reaffirms  the  value  of  the 
"naturalness"  in  the  desert  resource. 

Family  togetherness  was  mentioned  fourth  in  frequency 
and  indicates  the  value  of  desert  outings  in  reaffirming 
ties  among  family  members.   Competition  was  mentioned  fifth 
in  frequency  and  refers  to  satisfactions  derived  in  both 
formal  and  informal  events  typically  among  motorized 
activities. 

"Aquisition"  was  the  sixth  most  frequently  mentioned 
satisfaction  and  refers  to  the  extraction  of  resources 
from  the  desert,  primarily  rocks  and  minerals  and  occasion- 
ally plant  specimens.   "Education"  was  the  seventh  most 
frequently  mentioned  satisfaction  and  refers  to  the 
visitation  of  a  variety  of  resource  types  including  anthro- 
pological, historical,  geological  and  biological  resources. 

"Discovery"  was  mentioned  eighth  in  frequency  and 
relates  to  the  "frontier"  nature  of  the  desert,  in  essence, 
encountering  circumstances  (terrain,  areas  of  interest, 
geological  and  biological  phenomena,  etc.),  previously 
unknown  to  the  recreationist.   "Solitude"  was  the  ninth 
most  frequently  mentioned  satisfaction  and  relates  to  a 
desert  resource  typically,  an  area  where  one  can  be  alone  - 
away  from  other  humans,  noises,  etc. 

For  lesser  mentioned  satisfactions,  the  reader  is 
referred  to  the  above  table  and  the  definitions  of  satis- 
factions listed  in  Appendix  D. 

"Concerns" 

Concerns  expressed  as  "typical"  among  members  of  each 
club  are  listed  by  respondents  in  order  of  importance.   The 
number  of  times  each  major  concern  was  mentioned  in  any  way 
is  summarized  in  table  3-6. 


21 


( 


Table  C-6 
"Summary  of  Concerns" 

Concern  Number  of  Times  Mentioned 

Government  114 

Motorcycles  103 

Jeeps/4-wheel-drive  50 

Dune  Buggies  27 

Private  Property  9 

Hunting  6 

Site  Protection  6 

Plant  Removal  3 

Treasure  Hunting  3 

Physical  Barriers  2 

Camping  1 

Cave  Exploration  1 

Nature  Study  1 

Rockhounding  1 

Horseback  Riding  1 

San  Sailing  1 

Archeologists  1 

Camel  Racing  1 

Damaged  Terrain  1 

The  most  frequently  mentioned  concern,  "Government", 
was  expressed  by  groups  representing  a  wide  array  of 
activity  types  and  other  characteristics.   While  the  term 
"Government"  was  occasionally  applied  to  local  Sheriffs 
and  other  State  or  County  officials,  the  overwhelming 
number  of  responses  referred  to  the  Bureau  of  Land  Manage- 
ment.  The  nature  of  concerns  held  by  various  groups  will  be 
discussed  with  each  activity  type.   Among  recreationists  in 
general,  the  major  concerns  are  with  the  BLM's  desert 
management  policies  -  especially  those  related  to  desert 
use  by  off-road  vehicles.   These  concerns  were  expressed  by 
groups  favoring  off-road  vehicular  activity,  as  well  as  by 
those  disfavoring  such  sports. 

Motorcycles,  both  motorcycle  play  and  motorcycle  racing, 
were  the  second  most  frequently  mentioned  concern  among 
recreational  groups.   Reasons  for  concern  with  respect  to 
motorcycles  typically  include  damage  inflicted  upon  plants 
and  landscape  by  motorcycles;  noise  and  dust  associated  with 
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motorcycling  activities;  and  sometimes,  reported  displays 
of  contempt  by  motorcyclists  towards  other  types  of  desert 
users. 

Other  vehicular  uses  in  the  desert  ( jeeps/4-wheel  drive 
vehicles  and  dune  buggies)  account  for  the  next  most 
frequently  mentioned  concern  among  groups  surveyed.   Since 
off-road  vehicles  are  used  extensively  in  the  desert  to 
provide  access  to  remote  places,  many  of  the  respondents 
expressing  concern  about  off-road  vehicles  are  users  of 
such  vehicles  themselves.   This  apparent  contradiction  is 
resolved  by  the  fact  that  concerns  about  off-road  vehicles 
are  based  upon  damage  to  plants  and  terrain  when  the  vehicles 
are  driven  as  an  end  in  itself,  rather  than  as  a  means  of 
access. 

Private  property  was  a  concern,  mentioned  by  some  groups. 
Generally  the  reason  for  concern  was  that  the  property  in 
question  was  adjacent  to  public  land,  or  in  the  path  of 
some  activity. 
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IV.    General  Characteristics  of  Recreational  Organizations 
Classified  by  Activity  Type 

To  identify  general  characteristics  for  the  28  activity 
types  represented  by  the  organizations  surveyed,  the  data 
pertaining  to  each  organization  is  grouped  by  activity  type 
in  tables  C-5  and  C-6.   The  generalizations  developed  for 
the  various  activity  types  are  based  on  interviews  with 
representative  clubs,  and  are  subject  to  the  following 
qualifications : 

1.  While  the  activity  type  represented  by  a  given  organi- 
zation is  determined  by  the  primary  purpose  and/or  the 
activity  mentioned  as  most  important  to  members  of  the 
club,  it  should  be  noted  that  most  groups  engage  in 
several  activities  during  recreational  visits  to  the 
desert. 

2.  The  number  of  clubs  interviewed  within  a  given  activity 
type  may  be  too  small  to  accurately  represent  the 
activity  type  as  a  whole. 

3.  Although  the  characteristics  of  activity  types  are 
described  by  more  than  one  means  whenever  possible, 
generalizations  may  be  affected  by  unique  and/or  polar 
responses  -  especially  when  the  number  of  organizations 
consulted  is  small. 

On  table  C-5,  under  title  "Organizational  Attributes  by 
Activity  Type",  the  following  information  is  provided  for 
each  organization  within  each  activity  type:   the  organiza- 
tion's identification  number;  the  number  of  members;  the 
percentage  of  membership  which  is  active;  the  spatial  dis- 
tribution of  members'  residences  (radius  in  miles);  the 
group's  sex  ratio  (as  the  percentage  of  membership  which  is 
male) ;  the  satisfactions  mentioned  as  typical  (in  order  of 
importance) ;  the  concerns  expressed  by  the  organization 
(in  order  of  importance) . 

Under  title  "Summary  of  Organizational  Attributes  by 
Activity  Type"  of  table  C-5,  the  following  information  is 
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depicted  for  each  activity  type: 

1.  The  number  of  clubs  classified  as  belonging  to  the 
activity  type. 

2.  The  average  number  of  members  those  groups  interviewed. 

3.  The  percentage  of  membership  which  is  active,  expressed 
as  the  mean  and  standard  deviation  of  responses. 

4.  The  distribution  of  members'  residences,  expressed  as 
the  mean  and  standard  deviation  of  responses  in  miles 
radius. 

5.  The  sex  ratio  of  organizations,  expressed  as  the  mean 
and  standard  deviation  of  responses  as  percentage  of 
membership  which  is  male. 

6.  The  satisfactions  sought  by  people  in  organizations  of 
the  given  activity  type  are  summarized  and  ranked 
according  to  two  methods:   first,  by  frequency  of  being 
mentioned  as  primary  (with  the  percentage  of  responses 
included;  and  second,  by  being  mentioned  most  often  as 
primary,  secondary,  and,  tertiary. 

7.  The  concerns  expressed  by  organizations  within  each 
activity  type  are  summarized  and  ranked  in  identical 
fashion  to  the  satisfactions. 

The  information  from  table  C-5  is  summarized  for  activity 
types  which  exhibited  a  sample  size  sufficient  to  identify 
general  characteristics  of  the  groups  within  that  classifi- 
cation (five  or  more  organizations  interviewed) . 

Table  C-6,  "Summary  of  Site  Parameters  by  Activity  Type", 
depicts  the  following  information  for  each  activity  type: 

1.  The  identification  number  for  each  site  mentioned  (lati- 
tude and  longtitude) . 

2.  The  distance  traveled  by  groups  using  the  site  (expressed 
as  a  range  of  travel  time  in  hours) . 

3.  The  number  of  persons  usually  participating  in  organiza- 
tional outings.  •' 

4.  The  typical  dispersion  of  members  about  the  sites 
visited  (expressed  as  a  range  of  miles  in  radius) . 
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5.  The  attributes  of  the  site  which  make  it  attractive 
to  the  clubs'  members,  ranked  in  order  of  importance. 

6.  The  activities  in  which  the  members  engage  during 
typical  visits,  ranked  in  order  of  importance. 

7.  The  identification  number  of  the  responding  organiza- 
tion. 

The  information  from  table  C-6  is  summarized  for  each 
activity  type  individually.   Information  relative  to 
specific  sites  is  discussed  in  the  section,  "Sites." 
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Summary  of  Organizational  Characteristics 
Classified  by  Activity  Type. 

Of  the  twenty-eight  activity  types  identified,  88%  of 
all  organizations  interviewed  were  classified  among  seventeen 
activity  types.   Each  of  these  activity  types  is  summarized 
with  a  descriptive  narrative  and  a  set  of  "profiles"  which 
portray  the  frequency  of  responses  about  "satisfactions" 
sought  by  recreationists,  the  "concerns"  they  expressed, 
and  the  "site  attributes"  they  mention. 

Of  the  remaining  12%  of  clubs  surveyed,  fewer  than  five 
organizations  were  classified  as  belonging  to  any  single 
activity  type.   In  order  to  assure  that  generalizations  are 
supported  by  data  from  samples  of  adequate  size,  activity 
types  for  which  fewer  than  five  organizations  were  inter- 
viewed are  summarized  with  a  statistical  abstract. 

The  characteristic  "profiles"  provided  for  major 
activity  types  are  compiled  from  data  displayed  in  table 
C-7,  "Satisfaction  Rankings  by  Activity  Type"  and  table 
C-8,  "Attribute  Rankings  by  Activity  Type."   It  should  be 
noted  that  the  rankings  presented  in  these  tables  are  indi- 
cative of  only  the  three  satisfactions  and  attributes 
ranked  in  order  of  importance  to  respondents. 
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Rockhounds   (ROCK) 
(78  organizations  interviewed) 

Activity  type  "rockhounds"  includes  organizations  associated 
with  gem  and  mineral  societies,  lapidary  societies  and  rockhounds. 
Membership  ranges  from  15  to  1000  persons,  with  an  average  size  of 
approximately  100  members.   Most  of  the  clubs'  sex  ratio  is  about 
50/50. 

Most  members  of  rockhound  groups  live  within  40  miles  of  each 
other,  with  ranges  of  over  100  miles  being  quite  rare. 

Of  the  satisfactions  expressed  by  rockhound  clubs  interviewed, 
the  most  important  was  "acquisition"  (mentioned  by  92%  of  respond- 
ing clubs,  and  named  as  primary  by  64%) .   Other  satisfactions 
mentioned  as  important  by  rockhounds  include  "comraderie" ,  "exit 
civilization",  "communion/appreciation  of  nature",  and  "discovery." 
The  frequency  distributions  of  satisfactions  expressed  by  rock- 
hounds is  presented  in  their  "satisfaction  profile." 

The  most  important  concern  mentioned  by  rockhounds  is  "motor- 
cycles", generally  due  to  the  noise  and  destruction  of  scenery 
caused  by  them.   The  second  most  important  concern  was  with  the 
Government.   Several  respondents  indicated  that  good  rock  hunting 
is  no  longer  found  near  roads,  and  that  the  Government  restricts 
their  access  to  other  areas.   The  frequency  distribution  of 
concerns  mentioned  by  rock-hounds  is  presented  in  the  "concerns 
profile. " 

During  a  typical  year,  rock-hound  groups  make  about  700  visits 
to  over  130  sites  in  the  desert.   Most  groups  prefer  to  visit 
sites  which  are  not  well  known.   Most  visitation  occurs  from 
October  to  May. 

Most  rock-hound  groups  travel  2-4  hours  to  reach  the  site,  with 
some  trips  lasting  over  6  hours.   The  number  of  persons  with  an 
organizational  outing  ranges  from  6  -  100  persons,  with  most  groups 
composed  of  approximately  30  persons. 

At  the  site,  most  rock-hound  groups  rarely  travel  more  than 
2-5  miles  during  collecting  activity.   Finding  the  precise  site, 
however,  may  involve  wanderings  of  over  20  miles  from  a  site 
mentioned. 
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Aside  from  the  overwhelmingly  important  rocks  and  minerals, 
site  attributes  in  which  rock-hounds  expressed  the  most  interest 
are  scenery  and  solitude.   The  frequency  distribution  of  attri- 
butes mentioned  by  rock-hounds  is  presented  in  the  "attribute 
profile. " 

In  addition  to  collecting  rocks,  secondary  activities  which 
rock-hound  clubs  mentioned  are:   vehicle  camping,  exploration, 
hiking,  photography,  and  off -road  vehicle  driving. 
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Motorcycle  Racing  (MOTR) 
(78  Organizations  Interviewed) 

The  membership  of  motorcycle  racing  organizations  surveyed 
ranges  from  2  to  2500  persons,  with  most  clubs  having  50  to  100 
members . 

Most  group's  members  are  located  within  a  fifty  mile  radius, 
but  some  very  large  club's  members  may  be  several  hundred  miles 
apart.   Generally,  these  large  organizations'  members  recreate 
independently  of  the  club  more  often  than  more  centrally  located 
groups . 

While  some  motorcycle  racing  clubs  are  strictly  male,  some 
are  exclusively  female.   Most  clubs*  sex  ratio   is  approximately 
50/50. 

Of  the  satisfactions  mentioned  by  motorcycle  racing  clubs, 
"competition"  was  mentioned  most  frequently,  and  listed  as 
"primary"  by  50%,  of  the  respondents.   "Comraderie"  was  mentioned 
second  most  often,  but  rarely  as  a  primary  satisfaction.   "Family 
Togetherness"  and  "Exit  Civilization"  were  mentioned  as  primary 
by  23%  and  12%  respectively,  of  those  responding.   The  frequency 
distribution  mentioned  by  motorcycle  racers  is  summarized  in  the 
"Satisfactions  Profile." 

The  concerns  mentioned  by  motorcycle  racing  associations  are 
overwhelmingly  directed  toward  the  Government  (mentioned  by  71%, 
of  those  responding,  and  named  as  primary  by  51%) .   Many  organi- 
zations indicated  that  they  feel  the  BLM  is  constraining  the 
areas  available  for  motorcycle  racing  to  the  point  that  damages 
to  the  landscape  are  made  more  severe  by  the  concentration  of 
motorcycle  activity.   They  expressed  an  understanding  that  motor- 
cycle racing  in  the  desert  must  be  regulated,  however,  they  wish 
to  have  more  areas  available  on  a  rotational  basis. 

A  secondary  concern  with  the  Government  was  expressed  as 
frustration  with  the  "red  tape  and  paperwork"  involved  in  obtain- 
ing a  use  permit.   The  frequency  distribution  of  concerns  mention- 
ed by  motorcycle  racing  clubs  is  summarized  in  the  "Concerns 
Profile"  for  that  activity  type. 
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Visitation  to  the  desert  by  motorcycle  racing  groups  is  con- 
ducted during  all  seasons.   Clubs  interviewed,  reported  a  total  of 
over  1700  visits  to  approximately  55  sites.   Most  clubs  report 
traveling  2-4  hours  to  reach  the  site.   Typically,  about  40 
people  are  present  on  organizational  outings. 

The  most  important  attribute  of  a  site  sought  by  motorcycle 
racers  is  that  the  site  be  open  for  their  use.   Secondary  attributes 
include  scenery  and  interesting  land  forms.   The  frequency  distribu- 
tion of  attributes  mentioned  is  summarized  in  the  "Attributes 
Profile. " 

Secondary  activities  named  by  motorcycle  racing  clubs  are: 
hiking,  vehicle  camping,  exploration,  photography,  motorcycle  play, 
partying,  and  non- vehicular  camping. 

The  dispersion  of  motorcycle  racers  about  a  named  site  was 
typically  over  20  miles. 
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Four-Wheel-Drive  Vehicle  Sport  (JEEP) 
(29  Organizations  Interviewed) 

Activity  type  "JEEP"  includes  organizations  which  use  four-wheel 
drive  vehicles  (jeeps,  trucks,  etc.)/  for  sport. 

The  membership  of  organizations  classified  as  activity  type- 
jeep,  ranges  from  20  to  over  3000,  with  most  clubs  exhibiting 
less  than  50  members.   Groups  with  over  200  members  tend  to  be 
loosely  bound  and  inclined  to  visit  the  desert  in  smaller  groups 
(approximately  50  persons) . 

Most  jeep  clubs  exhibit  a  50/50  sex  ratio   and  members  usually 
reside  within  30  miles  of  each  other. 

The  satisfactions  most  frequently  mentioned  by  jeep  clubs 
interviewed  are  "exit  civilization",  "family  togetherness"  and 
"comraderie. "   Others  of  lesser  importance  include:   "discover, 
competition,  and  communion/appreciation  of  nature."   The  frequency 
distribution  of  satisfactions  mentioned  is  presented  in  the 
"satisfactions  profile." 

Of  the  concerns  expressed  by  jeep  groups,  "government"  was 
most  important  (due  to  restrictions  on  vehicular  use  in  the  desert) , 
followed  by  concerns  regarding  motorcycle  activities.   These 
concerns  are  depicted  in  the  "concerns  profile." 

Over  300  visits  to  the  desert  are  made  by  jeep  groups  each 
year  to  approximately  54  sites.   Most  groups  travel  2-4  hours, 
however,  some  may  travel  over  6  hours.   Most  organizational  outings 
are  attended  by  about  50  members,  but  some  events  may  attract  as 
many  as  500.   The  secondary  activities  in  which  most  club  members 
engage  are  exploration  and  vehicle  camping   Exploration  may  take 
participants  over  20  miles  from  the  site  visited. 

Site  attributes  sought  by  jeep  clubs  include  scenery,  sand 
dunes,  and  trails  with  the  site  being  "open  for  use"  expressed  as 
most  important.   These  are  summarized  on  the  "attribute  profile." 
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Nature  Study  (NSTD) 
(27  Organizations  Interviewed) 

Organizations  classified  as  activity  type,  "Nature  Study" 
frequently  engage  in  hiking  and  camping  while  involved  in   study- 
ing the  flora  and  fauna  and  natural  history  of  an  area. 

While  the  average  size  of  the  nature  study  groups  consulted 
is  approximately  500  members,  (range  from  45  to  over  3000) ,  most 
visits  to  the  desert  involve  less  than  fifty  people.   Nature 
study  groups  may  be  exclusively  male  or  exclusively  female  (e.g., 
scouting  groups) ,  but  most  have  a  50/50  sex  ratio.   Most  of  the 
members  within  nature  study  groups  live  within  40  miles  of  each 
other. 

The  satisfactions  reported  by  nature  study  groups  are  strongly 
oriented  toward  "communion/appreciation  of  nature",  with  "exit 
civilization"  and  "comraderie"  also  being  of  importance.   The 
frequency  distribution  of  satisfactions  mentioned  is  presented  in 
the  "satisfactions  profile." 

Nearly  all  concerns  mentioned  by  nature  study  groups  were 
related  to  the  use  of  off-road  vehicles  (all  kinds) .   Concerns 
which  were  expressed  with  respect  to  "government"  usually  referred 
to  off-road  vehicle  use  policies. 

Visits  by  nature  study  groups  to  the  desert  total  over  280  per 
year,  to  over  50  sites.   The  groups  usually  travel  from  two  -  four 
hours  to  reach  their  destination  with  some  trips  of  up  to  six 
hours.   Depending  upon  the  specific  activities  engaged  in,  some 
groups  may  range  over  20  miles  from  the  site  visited.   Most,  how- 
ever, stay  within  one  or  two  miles.   The  most  popular  secondary 
activities  in  which  nature  study  groups  engage  are  hiking,  photo- 
graphy, and  camping. 

The  site  attributes  most  frequently  mentioned  by  nature  study 
groups  are  general  wildlife,  plants,  scenery,  and  geology/land 
forms.   The  frequency  distribution  with  which  various  site 
attributes  were  mentioned  is  presented  in  the  "attribute  profile." 
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Dune  Buggying  (DUNE) 
(20  Organizations  Interviewed) 

Organizations  classified  by  activity  type  "Dune  Buggying" 
typically  engage  in  driving  vehicles  specially  designed  to 
traverse  sandy  areas. 

The  range  of  membership  of  dune  buggy  clubs  is  from  15  to  250 
persons,  with  an  average  of  60  members  per  club.   Most  of  the 
clubs  exhibit  a  50/50  sex  ratio  among  members.   Most  of  the 
members  live  within  twenty  miles  of  each  other. 

The  satisfactions  most  frequently  expressed  as  "primary"  by 
dune  buggy  clubs  are  "family  togetherness",  "exit  civilization", 
and  "emotional  release",  with  "comraderie" ,  "communion/apprecia- 
tion of  nature",  "discovery",  and  "challenge"  also  being  mentioned. 
The  frequency  distribution  of  satisfactions  mentioned  is  presented 
in  the  "satisfaction  profile." 

The  concerns  expressed  by  dune  buggy  clubs  are  primarily 
directed  toward  "government"  -  due  to  restrictions  placed  upon 
areas  for  dune  buggy  use.   Some  concern  was  mentioned  regarding 
four-wheel  drive  vehicles  and  dune  buggies.   These  expressions 
reflect  concerns  about  crowding  in  sites  frequently  visited. 

Dune  buggy  clubs  reportedly  make  approximately  220  trips  to 
25  sites  in  a  typical  year.   Most  of  the  trips  involve  2-4  hours 
of  travel  to  the  site,  with  some  trips  of  over  six  hours  in 
duration. 

While  the  range  of  persons  participating  in  organizational 
outings  may  range  from  a  dozen  to  over  two  hundred,  most  clubs 
visit  the  desert  in  groups  of  approximately  35  people.   Most  dune 
buggy  clubs  travel  over  fifty  miles  from  the  site  visited  during 
the  course  of  their  activities. 

Site  attributes  most  frequently  mentioned  by  dune  buggy  clubs 
as  important  are  that  the  area  be  open  to  the  use  of  dune  buggies 
and  the  existence  of  sand  dunes.   Less  frequently  mentioned  are 
scenery,  trails,  and  proximity  to  other  attractions.   The  frequency 
distribution  of  attributes  mentioned  is  presented  in  the  "attribute 
profile. " 

Most  dune  buggy  clubs  also  engage  in  vehicle  camping,  motor 
cyling  and  general  socializing. 

46  . 


^  )0  CO  ^  Ol  0) 

O  O  O  O  O  O 


^  Discovery 
•  Exit  Civilization 
Solitude 

Challenge 

Acquisition 

i 

Education 

Family 
Togetherness 

Comraderie 

Communion/Apprec 
of  Nature 

Conservation 
Site  improvement - 

Site  protection  - 

Service  to 
parent  org. 

Relaxation 


Emotional  release 


Health/exercise  - 
Competition 

Recognition 

Equipment 
improvement 

J  Companionship 
w/horse 


•^   oo   o  o 
O  O   O  Q 


en 


o 


in 


to 

o 


to 

o 


in    o 
in 


Ul 


in 


o 


in 

in 


to 
o 


o 


U1 


o 
*l 

o 

t-1 

G 

w 

CO 

co 

o 

z 

D 
H 

z 
o 


o  CO 

D 

>  O 

J* 

CO  f 

C\ 

ffi  H 

M  D 

^ 

tr1 

< 

tr1  H 

■H 

H  Z 

Z  W 
W  •• 

•• 

^ 

s  s 

"D 

rt  rt 

CD 

0  0 

•  • 

D   3 

(D    (D 

&  & 

a 

p,    p. 
W   3 

§ 

w 

=  H 

►d  o 

to 

H  rt 

G 

p.  p, 

a 

3    H 

CD 

&» 

H 

H 

z 

^< 

o 

^ 

to 

o 

(T\ 


BEST  ^ 

u 


turn 


B^ 


p.^g ^   g 


47 


OOOOOOO    OOO 


Hunting  — 


Motorcycles       — 


Dune   buggies    — 


r 


-4   Wheel   Drive— 


•Site  Protection 


'      Private  Property 


Government    — 


ui 


«ji 


Ul 


en 


> 


O 

n 

t-< 

G 

03 

cn 

8 

W 
O 

z 

D 
H 

Z 

o 


> 

n 


D  to 

>  O 

w  f 

ffi  H 
W  D 
D 

F  H 
H  Z 

z  w 


fD     0)     a__ 

(D 
o   •• 

3 


n-  rt 


o 

3 
CD   (D 


CO 


=  h3 

♦d  o 


3 


rt 
pi 


M 

W 
G 
O 
O 
H 
Z 

o 


to 
o 


o 


o 

S3 


4!) 


Solitude 


Scenery 


Contrast 


ooooood§§ 

I      i       I       i       i     T    T 


Geology/1  and  formsf777 

Ln 

.  in 

Rocks/minerals  — J— 

Mines 

Dry  lake 


Sand  Dunes 
ORV  Area 
Trails 
Varied  terrain  — 
)   Water  — 

,    Access         — 

I 

Facilities      — 

Proximity  to 
other  attractions 

People  to  Meet  — 

Educational 
opportunity     — 

Cultural  Resources, 
(arch.  &  hist.)  ~~ 

General  Wildlife  - 

Variety  of 
habitats 

Mammals 

.Birds 
)  Reptiles 

Plants 

Rare/endangered 
species 


en 


Ui 


en 


en 


en 


-Q. 


Ln 


in 


JL 


o 
o 

-4 


■a, 


00 

Ln 


o 


00 


Ul 


49 


o 

1 

en 


O 

z 

D 
H 

£5 
O 


D  Ui 

to  f  A 

ffi  H 

w  a 
a 

t*  H 
H  g 
£5  M» 
M  •• 


E£" 


I 


(D 


ftftM 

0   O 


=  t-3 
♦0  0 


h 

3 


rt  a 
p>  a 

J-  Q 
H 

a 


to 
o 


t 


Backpacking  (BPCK) 
(14  Organizations  Interviewed) 

Organizations  classified  as  "backpacking"  are  those  whose 
primary  activity  is  to  travel  on  foot,  camping  overnight  on  the 
trail,  for  two  days  or  more. 

While  membership  in  the  backpacking  clubs  surveyed  ranged 
from  10  to  4700  people,  most  groups  typically  visit  the  desert  in 
small  groups  of  less  than  twenty  people.   The  membership  of  most 
clubs  includes  an  equal  mix  of  males  and  females. 

The  satisfactions  most  frequently  mentioned  as  primary  by 
backpacking  groups  are  "communion/appreciation  of  nature", 
"solitude",  "discover"  and  "comraderie. "  Other  satisfactions  such 
as  "health/exercise",  "conservation",  and  "challenge"  were  also 
mentioned.   The  frequency  distribution  of  satisfactions  mentioned 
is  presented  in  the  satisfaction  profile. 

The  concerns  expressed  by  backpacking  clubs  overwhelmingly 
deal  with  off-road  vehicles  (all  kinds) .   Concerns  which  were 
expressed  with  the  Government  usually  reflected  dissatisfaction 
with  off-road  vehicle  policies.   The  frequency  distribution  of 
concerns  mentioned  by  backpacking  clubs  is  presented  in  the 
"concerns  profile." 

The  backpacking  organizations  interviewed  report  taking 
approximately  175  trips  to  over  30  sites  during  a  typical  year. 
(Few  visits  are  made  during  summer  months) .   Most  backpacking 
trips  are  within  five  to  ten  miles  of  the  site  visited. 

Backpackers  frequently  engage  in  nature  study,  rock  climbing 
and  photography  as  secondary  activities. 

Site  attributes  mentioned  most  often  by  the  backpacking  clubs 
interviewed  include  "scenery",  "solitude",  "geology/land  forms", 
and  "general  wildlife."   The  frequency  distribution  of  site 
attributes  mentioned  is  presented  in  the  "attribute  profile." 
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Plant  Study  (PLST) 
(14  Organizations  Interviewed) 

Organizations  classified  as  "plant  study"  are  typically 
represented  by  garden  clubs,  cactus  societies,  etc. 

Membership  among  plant  study  groups  surveyed  ranges  from  10 
to  -  700  (average  approximately  100) ,  but  most  groups  have  less 
than  100  members.  Most  of  the  groups  are  predominantly  female, 
living  within  twenty  miles  of  each  other. 

The  satisfactions  most  frequently  mentioned  by  plant  study 
organizations  interviewed  are  "communion/appreciation  of  nature", 
"education",  "acquisition"  (generally  illegal)  and  "conservation." 
The  frequency  distribution  of  satisfactions  mentioned  is  presented 
in  the  "satisfaction  profile." 
f  The  concerns  most  frequently  mentiom;   by  plant  study  clubs 

are  directed  toward  off-road  vehicle  use  i n  the  desert  (due  to 
f        destruction  caused) ,  and  the  Government.   Concerns  about  "govern- 
ment" include  off-road  vehicle  policies,  as  well  as  policies 
regarding  specimen  collection. 

The  plant  study  clubs  surveyed  report  taking  a  total  of  135 
trips  to  approximately  25  sites  during  a  "typical"  year.   Most 
visits  involve  two  to  four  hours  of  travel  to  the  site.   The  number 
of  persons  participating  in  organizational  outings  ranges  from 
six  to  one  hundred,  with  an  average  of  approximately  twenty-three 
members  in  attendance. 

Aside  from  the  availability  of  plants   the  site  attributes 
most  frequently  mentioned  are  scenery,  general  wildlife,  and 
educational  opportunity.   The  frequency  distribution  of  site 
attributes  mentioned  is  presented  in  the  "attribute  profile." 

Members  of  plant  study  organizations  typically  engage  in 
hiking,  nature  study,  and  photography  while  in  the  field. 
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Vehicle  Camping  (VCMP) 
^  (12  Organizations  Interviewed) 

Organized  groups  classified  as  "vehicle  campers"  are  those  for 
whom  the  use  of  a  camping  vehicle  is  the  primary  means  by  which 
they  recreate.   The  membership  of  the  clubs  surveyed  is  from  25  to 
1500  persons  (average:   195  members) ,  however,  most  recreational 
visits  are  conducted  in  smaller  groups  of  approximately  thirty 
members . 
f  Most  of  the  groups  reported  an  equal  number  of  male  and  female 

members,  but  some  clubs  are  exclusively  male  and  others  are 
exclusively  female. 

r 

|  Every  vehicle  camping  organization  interviewed  mentioned 

"comraderie"  as  a  satisfaction  sought.   Other  satisfactions 
frequently  mentioned  include  "exit  civilization",  "communion/ 
appreciation  of  nature",  and  "family  togetherness."   The  frequency 
I        distribution  of  satisfactions  expressed  is  presented  in  the  "satis- 
factions profile." 

The  vehicle  camping  clubs  surveyed  seem  to  be  fairly  content 
with  their  use  of  the  desert  resource.   Only  25%  of  those  inter- 
viewed expressed  any  concerns  -  most  of  those  were  with  the  Govern- 
ment over  the  facilities  and  number  of  campgrounds   provided. 

The  vehicle  campers  interviewed  report  approximately  84  trips 
to  28  sites  as  representative  of  a  typical  year.   Most  of  those 
responding  indicated  that  they  stay  within  four  miles  of  the  site 
visited. 

The  site  attributes  most  frequently  mentioned  are  scenery, 
facilities,  general  wildlife,  and  contrast  with  their  area  of 
residence.   The  frequency  distribution  of  attributes  mentioned  is 
represented  in  the  "attributes  profile"  for  vehicle  campers. 

The  most  frequently  mentioned  associated  activities  in  which 
vehicle  campers  engage  are  partying,  hiking,  and  exploration. 
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Archeology  (ARCY) 
(10  Organizations  Interviewed) 

Archeological  organizations  surveyed  are  generally  large 
(most  over  100  members) ,  average  membership  is  approximately  200, 
with  a  range  of  from  12  to  600  members.   Most  members  live  over 
thirty  miles  apart.   Most  groups  exhibit  equal  numbers  of  males 
and  females . 

"Site  protection",  by  cataloguing  the  site  for  preservation 
or  constructing  physical  barriers  to  repel  would-be  vandals  was 
mentioned  as  the  primary  satisfaction  expressed  by  clubs  interview- 
ed.  Other  satisfactions  mentioned  include  "education",  "discovery", 
"comraderie" ,  and  "acquisition."   The  frequency  distribution  of 
satisfactions  mentioned  is  presented  in  the  "satisfaction  profile." 

Most  of  the  clubs  surveyed  expressed  concern  with  motorcycles. 
Of  secondary  concern  were  off-road  vehicles  and  "government." 
Somewhat  unique  among  reasons  for  these  concerns  is  that  relating 
to  off-road  vehicles.   The  access  afforded  by  the  off-road  vehicle 
to  remote  areas  reportedly  places  some  archeological  sites  in 
jeopardy  of  vandalism.   The  frequency  distribution  of  concerns 
expressed  is  presented  in  the  "concerns  profile." 

The  clubs  interviewed  account  for  approximately  100  trips  to 
about  26  sites  during  a  typical  year.   Most  organizational  outings 
are  composed  of  groups  of  less  than  thirty  persons.   Rarely,  a 
"major  dig"  will  involve  up  to  two  hundred  people.   Once  a  site  has 
been  located,  most  activity  is  conducted  within  a  1  to  2  mile  radius 

Cultural  resources  is  the  major  attribute  of  an  area  attractive 
to  archaeological  groups,  with  educational  opportunity  mentioned  by 
most  clubs.    Some  groups  mentioned  "off-road  vehicle  area"  to 
provide  easier  access  to  remote  sites.   The  frequency  distribution 
of  attributes  mentioned  is  presented  in  the  "attributes  profile." 

The  associated  activities  reported  by  archeological  groups  are 
site  protection  and  nature  study. 
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Horseback  Riding  (HORS) 
"*\  (10  Organizations  Interviewed) 

Organizations  whose  primary  activity  is  horseback  riding 
report  club  memberships  ranging  from  15  to  200  persons  (average 
i         size  is  75  members) .   All  groups  surveyed  exhibited  approximately 
a  50/50  ratio  of  males  to  females.   Most  members  live  within 
fifty  miles  of  each  other. 

Nearly  every  horseback  riding  club  surveyed  expressed 
"companionship  with  horse"  as  a  major  satisfaction  experienced. 
Also  mentioned  were  "family  togetherness",  "exit  civilization", 
"discovery"  and  "comraderie. "   The  frequency  distribution  of  satis- 
factions mentioned  is  presented  in  the  "satisfactions  profile." 

Major  concerns  expressed  by  horseback  riding  clubs  included 
off-road  vehicles  (all  kinds),  "government",  and  private  property. 
Concern  with  off-road  vehicles  is  expressed  with  regard  to  damage 
;        to  landscape  and  noises  which  frighten  the  horses.   Concern  with 
the  Government  is  expressed  as   disapproval  of  off-road  vehicle 
use  policies.   The  concern  mentioned  with  private  property  deals 
with  restrictions  on  access.   The  frequency  distribution  of 
concerns  mentioned  is  presented  in  the  "concerns  profile." 

The  groups  interviewed  indicated  that  75  trips  to  over  20  sites 
was  typical  of  a  year's  outings.   Groups  ranging  from  15  to  160 
persons  (average  number  45) ,  travel  2  to  4  miles  to  the  site 
visited.   Most  groups  travel  from  10  to  20  miles  about  the  site 
named. 

Site  attributes  frequently  expressed  by  horseback  riding  clubs 
include  scenery,  solitude,  a  variety  of  habitats,  and  trails.  The 
frequency  distribution  of  attributes  mentioned  is  presented  in  the 
"attribute  profile." 

The  most  frequently  mentioned  secondary  activities  in  which 
horseback  riding  clubs  are  exploration,  picnicing,  and  vehicle 
camping . 
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Non-vehicular  Camping   (NONV) 
(8  Organizations  Interviewed) 

Most  of  the  organizations  classified  as  "non-vehicular  camp- 
ing" are  generally  large  (most  over  400  members) ,  associations 
with  up  to  two  thousand  members.   Typical  groups  include  youth 
clubs  and  scouting  organizations.   The  activity  mentioned  as 
"primary"  by  organizations  surveyed  was  camping,  however,  back- 
packing, hiking  and  nature  study  were  frequently  mentioned  as 

,        secondary  activities. 

The  most  satisfactions  frequently  mentioned  by  clubs  inter- 
viewed are  "comraderie" ,  "communion/appreciation  of  nature", 

j        "education",  "exit  civilization"  and  "health/exercise."   The 

frequency  distribution  of  satisfactions  expressed  is  presented 
in  the  "satisfactions  profiles." 

Most  of  the  concerns  expressed  by  campers  are  related  to 

f        off-road  vehicles  (including  motorcycles) ,  with  some  mention  of 
hunting  as  being  bothersome.   The  frequency  distribution  of 
concerns  mentioned  is  presented  in  the  "concerns  profile." 

The  contribution  of  non-vehicular  campers  to  desert  use  was 
reported  to  total  approximately  188  trips  to  16  sites  during  a 
typical  year.   Most  of  the  groups  travel  less  than  two  hours  to 
reach  the  recreational  site,  with  an  average  of  24  persons  per 
group.   Most  of  the  groups  responding  stay  within  five  miles  of 
the^site  mentioned. 

The  site  attributes  most  frequently  mentioned  as  being 
important  to  non- vehicular  campers  include  scenery,  facilities 
and  educational  ooportunity.   The  frequency  distribution  of  site 
attributes  mentioned  is  presented  in  the  "attribute  profile." 
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Bird  Study  (BRDS) 
(8  Organizations  interviewed) 

Organizations  surveyed  reporting  bird  study  as  the  primary 
activity  exhibit  memberships  ranging  from  25  to  over  3000  persons. 
Half  of  the  clubs  interviewed  reported  having  over  1000  members. 
The  percentage  of  membership  which  is  active  generally  decreases  as 
the  size  of  the  organization  increases.   Most  of  the  groups  exhibit 
a  50/50  ratio  of  males  to  females,  generally  living  within  forty 
miles  of  each  other. 

The  primary  satisfactions  expressed  by  bird  groups  surveyed 
include  "communion/appreciation  of  nature",  "education",  "solitude", 
and  "conservation."   The  frequency  distribution  of  satisfactions 
mentioned  by  respondents  is  presented  in  the  "satisfaction  profile." 

The  major  concerns  expressed  by  bird  study  groups  include 
off-road  vehicles  (all  types),  hunting,  and  "government."   The 
frequency  distribution  of  concerns  mentioned  is  presented  in  the 
"concerns  profile." 
9  The  bird  study  groups  consulted  report  approximately  50  trips 

to  19  sites  during  a  typical  year  -  usually  concentrated  during 
seasons  of  spring  and  fall.   Most  groups  travel  from  two  to  four 
hours  to  reach  the  site,  with  some  trips  of  up  to  eight  hours. 
Average  field  group  size  is  45  persons,  with  some  outings  of  up 
i         to  300  persons.   Most  bird  study  groups  stay  within  five  miles  of 
the  site  named  during  visits. 

The  site  attributes  (aside  from  birds)  most  frequently 
mentioned  by  bird  study  groups  include  wildlife,  scenery  and  water 
(as  a  bird  habitat) .   The  frequency  distribution  of  site  attributes 
mentioned  is  presented  in  the  "attribute  profile." 

Nature  study  and  hiking  are  the  secondary  activities  most 
frequently  mentioned  by  bird  study  groups. 
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Motorcycle  Play  (MOTP) 
(8  Organizations  Interviewed) 

Organizations  which  are  classified  as  motorcycle  play  groups 
are  those  which  reported  rarely  being  involved  in  formalized 
motorcycle  racing  activities.   Membership  ranges  from  20  to  165 
persons,  with  an  average  of  54  members  per  group.   Some  of  the 
clubs  interviewed  are  exclusively  male,  but  some  reported  a 
majority  of  female  members.   Most  of  the  members  live  within  40 
miles  of  each  other. 

I  The  primary  satisfactions  mentioned  by  motorcycle  play 

groups  include  "comraderie" ,  "family  togetherness",  "exit  civili- 

|         zation",  and  "competition."   The  frequency  distribution  of 

satisfactions  mentioned  is  presented  in  the  "satisfactions 

profile." 

The  concerns  expressed  by  motorcycle  play  groups  are  directed 

toward  "government"  and  site  protection  -  generally  due  to  restric- 
* 

tions  imposed  on  areas  available  for  motorcycle  use.   The  frequency 

distribution  of  concerns  mentioned  is  presented  in  the  "concerns 
1         profile." 

j  Motorcycle  play  groups  surveyed  represent  approximately  150 

t  trips  to  16  sites  during  a  typical  year.   Visitations  take  place 

during  all  seasons.   Most  of  the  groups  travel  from  two  to  four 

f 

hours  to  reach  the  site  with  an  average  of  26  persons  per  trip. 

Most  of  the  clubs  interviewed  report  traveling  more  than  50  miles 
r 

from  the  site  mentioned  during  their  recreational  activities. 

The  most  frequently  mentioned  attribute  of  areas  mentioned 
as  desirable  to  motorcycle  play  clubs  is  that  the  area  be  open  to 
off-road  vehicle  use.   The  frequency  distribution  of  attributes 
mentioned  is  presented  in  the  "attribute  profile." 

The  most  frequently  mentioned  secondary  activities  include 
vehicle  camping,  exploration,  partying,  and  informal  motorcycle 
racing. 
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Reptile  Study  (RPST) 
(7  Organizations  Interviewed) 

Organizations  interviewed  which  are  classified  as  reptile 
study,  exhibit  memberships  ranging  from  24  to  over  500  people 
(average  membership  is  213) .   Generally,  the  membership  is 
supportive  of  preservation  purposes,  but  most  clubs  report  less 
than  50%  of  the  members  are  active  in  group  outings.   The  range 
of  active  members  is  from  15%  to  50%  active,  22%  active  is  the 
average . 

The  satisfactions  most  frequently  mentioned  by  reptile  study 
groups  include  "conservation",  "education",  "communion/appreciation 
of  nature",  and  "site  improvement."   The  frequency  distribution  of 
satisfactions  mentioned  is  presented  in  the  "satisfactions  profile." 

The  concerns  expressed  by  the  clubs  surveyed  are  predomin- 
antly associated  with  off -road  vehicles  and,  secondarily,  with 
hunting.   The  frequency  distribution  of  concerns  mentioned  is 
presented  in  the  "concerns  profile." 

The  reptile  study  clubs  interviewed  report  that  59  visits  to 
16  sites  is  a  typical  year's  rate  of  visitation.   The  average 
group  size  is  approximately  twelve  persons  (range  from  3  to  30) . 
Most  of  the  clubs  travel  from  2  to  4  hours  to  reach  the  site  being 
visited.   At  the  site,  most  groups  rarely  travel  more  than  five 
miles  during  the  course  of  their  recreational  activity. 

The  site  attributes  most  frequently  mentioned  as  important  to 
reptile  study  clubs  include  reptiles,  rare/endangered  species,  and 
educational  opportunity.   The  frequency  distribution  of  site 
attributes  is  presented  in  the  "attribute  profile." 

The  secondary  activities  mentioned  by  reptile  study  groups 
include  hiking,  nature  study  and  site  protection. 
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Site  Protection  (PROT) 
(6  Organizations  Interviewed) 

Organizations  classified  as  site  protection  groups  engage  in 
various  activities  (e.g.,  constructing  fences  or  other  barriers, 
purchasing  areas  of  special  resource  value  for  conservation 
purposes) ,  directed  at  protecting  and  preserving  the  natural  or 
cultural  resource  value  of  some  area.   Membership  of  these  clubs 
ranges  from  twenty  to  over  two  thousand  (average  is  443) ,  but 
most  of  the  groups  have  fewer  than  65  members.   The  membership  is 
equally  represented  by  males  and  females.   Most  clubs'  members  live 
over  eighty  miles  apart. 

The  satisfactions  most  frequently  mentioned  by  site  protection 
clubs  are  "communion/appreciation  of  nature",  "site  improvement", 
"site  protection",  "education",  and  "service  to  parent  organiza- 
tion."  The  frequency  distribution  of  satisfactions  mentioned  is 
presented  in  the  "satisfactions  profile." 

The  major  concerns  expressed  by  site  protection  clubs  are 
primarily  directed  toward  off-road  vehicle  use,  with"government" 
and  private  property  also  being  mentioned.   The  frequency  distribu- 
tion of  concerns  mentioned  is  presented  in  the  "concern  profile." 
The  clubs  interviewed  account  for  approximately  112  visits  to 
22  sites  during  a  typical  year.   Most  groups  are  composed  of  from 
6  to  25  persons  traveling  two  to  four  hours.   Most  recreational 
activity  occurs  within  five  miles  of  the  site  named. 

The  site  attributes  most  frequently  mentioned  by  the  groups 
surveyed  include  archeological  sites,  variety  of  habitats, 
scenery  and  educational  opportunity.   The  frequency  distribution 
of  site  attributes  mentioned  is  presented  in  the  "attribute 

profile. " 

The  most  frequently  mentioned  secondary  activities  are  hiking 

and  exploration. 
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Historical  Study  (HIST) 
(5  Organizations  Interviewed 

Organizations  surveyed  which  are  classified  as  historical 
study  are  generally  interested  in  cultural  resources  dated  within 
recorded  history  (e.g.,  ghost  towns,  pioneer  trails,  etc.).   All 
of  the  clubs  interviewed  had  over  forty  members,  with  some  of  up 
to  300  members.   While  some  clubs  are  predominantly  male,  most 
exhibit  a  50/50  ratio  of  males  to  females. 

The  satisfactions  most  frequently  mentioned  by  historical  study 
groups  include  "communion/appreciation  of  nature",  " comrade r ie " , 
site  protection",  and  "education."   The  frequency  distribution  of 
satisfactions  mentioned  are  presented  in  the  "satisfaction  profile." 

The  concerns  expressed  by  the  clubs  surveyed  are  all  directed 
toward  the  use  of  off-road  vehicles.   The  frequency  distribution 
of  concerns  mentioned  are  presented  in  the  "concern  profile." 

Most  of  the  historical  study  clubs  surveyed  travel  one  to  two 
hours  to  reach  the  site  with  from  18  to  75  people.   The  groups 
interviewed  accounted  for  27  trips  to  19  sites  as  being  a  typical 
year's  visitation. 

The  site  attributes  mentioned  as  most  important  include 
cultural  resources,  general  wildlife,  and  plants.   The  frequency 
distribution  of  site  attributes  mentioned  is  presented  in  the 
"attribute  profile." 

The  secondary  activities  most  frequently  mentioned  by 
historical  study  groups  include  photography,  hiking  and  nature 
study. 
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Sand  Sailing  (SAND) 
(5  Organizations  Interviewed) 

Organizations  classified  as  sand  sailing  engage  in  the  use  of 
specially-designed,  wind  powered  craft  on  dry  lake  beds.   Member- 
ship in  the  clubs  surveyed  ranges  from  25  to  60  persons  (average 
is  33  members) .   The  members  of  these  unique  clubs  are  distri- 
buted over  a  twenty  to  eighty  mile  radius.   All  have  memberships 
nearly  evenly  composed  of  males  and  females. 

The  satisfactions  most  frequently  mentioned  are  "competition", 
"solitude",  "comraderie"  and  "exit  civilization."   The  frequency 
distribution  of  satisfactions  mentioned  is  presented  in  the 
"satisfactions  profile." 

Concerns  expressed  most  frequently  by  sand  sailing  clubs  are 
directed  toward  motorcycles  and  dune  buggies  -  generally  because 
their  use  of  dry  lakes  may  cause  the  surface  to  become  unsuitable 
for  sand  sailing.   The  frequency  of  concerns  mentioned  are  presented 
in  the  "concern  profile." 

The  sand  sailing  clubs  interviewed  account  for  nearly  60 
visits  to  6  sites  during  a  typical  year.   Generally,  approximately 
16  persons  travel  two  to  four  hours  on  organizational  outings.   All 
groups  interviewed  report  a  dispersion  of  five  to  ten  miles  about 
the  site  named. 

The  site  attributes  mentioned  by  the  clubs  surveyed  include 
dry  lake,  solitude  and  scenery.  The  distribution  of  attributes 
mentioned  is  presented  in  the  "attribute  profile." 

The  associated  activities  in  which  responding  clubs  engage  are 
vehicle  camping,  exploration,  and  partying. 
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Statistical  Abstract 

Activity  Type:   Photography   (2  Organizations  Interviewed) 

Average  number  of  members:   147;  range:   95-200 
Average  percentage  active  members:   71%;  range   70%-75% 
Average  sex  ratio  (male-female):   56/44;  range:   50/50  -  60/40 
Members  residential  spatial  distribution:   1-2  miles 

Satisfactions 

Frequency  of  satisfactions  mentioned  as  primary: 
competition,  50%;  appreciation  of  nature,  50% 
mentioned  as  secondary:   comraderie 
mentioned  as  tertiary:   appreciation 

Concerns 

Frequency  of  concerns  mentioned  as  primary:   none 

Visitation 

Total  number  of  trips/year:   4 

Total  number  of  different  sites  visited:   6 

Average  number  of  persons  per  trip:   27;  range:   25-30 

Typical  dispersion  about  site:   less  than  1  mile; 

range:   less  than  1-5  miles 
Typical  travel  to  site:   1-2  hours;   range:   1-2  to  2-4 

Attributes 

Mentioned  in  order  of  primary  importance:   scenery 
mentioned  as  secondary:   geology 
mentioned  as  tertiary:   contrast 

Activities 

Mentioned  in  order  of  primary  importance:    photography 
mentioned  as  secondary:   picnicing 
mentioned  as  tertiary:   non-vehicle  camping 
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Statistical  Abstract 

Activity  Type:   Hang-Gliding   (2  Organizations  Interviewed) 

Average  number  of  members:   180;  range:   180-200 
Average  percentage  active  members:   87%;  range:   75%-99% 
Average  sex  ratio  (male-female) :   90/10 
Members  residential  spatial  distribution:   20  miles 

Satisfactions 

Frequency  of  satisfactions  mentioned  as  primary: 
challenge  100% 

mentioned  as  secondary:   equipment  improvement 
mentioned  as  tertiary:   appreciation  of  nature 

Concerns 

Frequency  of  concerns  mentioned  as  primary:   private  property 
mentioned  as  secondary:   motorcycle  playing 

Visitation 

Total  number  of  trips/year:   30 
Total  number  of  different  sites  visited:   3 
Average  number  of  persons  per  trip:   28;  range  5-75 
Typical  dispersion  about  site:   10-20  miles 
Typical  travel  to  site:   1-2  miles 

Attributes 

Mentioned  in  order  of  primary  importance:   geology 
mentioned  as  secondary:   access 
mentioned  as  tertiary:   meeting  other  people 

Activities 

Mentioned  in  order  of  primary  importance:   hang-gliding 
mentioned  as  secondary:   hang-gliding 
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Statistical  Abstract 

Activity  Type:   Sports   (1  Organization  Interviewed) 

Average  number  of  members:   75 

Average  percentage  active  members:   80% 

Average  sex  ratio  (male-female) :   90/10 

Members  residential  spatial  distribution:   20  miles 

Satisfactions 

Frequency  of  satisfactions  mentioned  as  primary: 
comraderie,  100% 

mentioned  as  secondary:   exercise 
mentioned  as  tertiary:   appreciation  of  nature 

Concerns 

Frequency  of  concerns  mentioned  as  primary:   none 

Visitation 

Total  number  of  trips/year:   1 

Total  number  of  different  sites  visited:   1 

Average  number  of  persons  per  trip:   55 

Typical  dispersion  about  site:   less  than  1  mile 

Typical  travel  to  site:   2-4  hours 

Attributes 

Mentioned  in  order  of  primary  importance:   facilities 

mentioned  as  secondary:   proximity  of  other  attractions 
mentioned  as  tertiary:   scenery 

Activities 

Mentioned  in  order  of  primary  importance:   sports 
mentioned  as  secondary:   vehicle  camping 
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Statistical  Abstract 

Activity  Type:   Painting   (1  Organization  Interviewed) 

Average  number  of  members:   115 

Average  percentage  active  members:   10% 

Average  sex  ratio  (male-female) :   50/50 

Members  residential  spatial  distribution:   20  miles 

Satisfactions 

Frequency  of  satisfactions  mentioned  as  primary: 
appreciation  of  nature,  100% 
mentioned  as  secondary:   exit  civilization 

Concerns 

Frequency  of  concerns  mentioned  as  primary:   none 

Visitation 

Total  number  of  trips/year:   2 

Total  number  of  different  sites  visited:   2 

Average  number  of  persons  per  trip:   20 

Typical  dispersion  about  site:   less  than  1  mile 

Typical  travel  to  site:   2-4  hours 

Attributes 

Mentioned  in  order  of  primary  importance:   variety  of  habitats 
mentioned  as  secondary:   scenery 
mentioned  as  tertiary:   geology 

Activities 

Mentioned  in  order  of  primary  importance:   painting 
mentioned  as  secondary:   painting 
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Statistical  Abstract 

Activity  Type:   Paleontology   (1  Organization  Interviewed) 

Average  number  of  members:   25 

Average  percentage  active  members:   99% 

Average  sex  ratio  (male-female) :   75/25 

Members  residential  spatial  distribution:   400  miles 

Satisfactions 

Frequency  of  satisfactions  mentioned  as  primary: 
acquisition,  100% 

mentioned  as  secondary:   education 
mentioned  as  tertiary:   discovery 

Concerns 

Frequency  of  concerns  mentioned  as  primary:   motorcycle  play 
mentioned  as  secondary:   4-wheel  drive  sport 

Visitation 

Total  number  of  trips/year:   24 
Total  number  of  different  sites  visited:   3 
Average  number  of  persons  per  trip:   5 
Typical  dispersion  about  site:   1-2  miles 
Typical  travel  to  site:   2-4  hours 

Attributes 

Mentioned  in  order  of  primary  importance:   geology 
mentioned  as  secondary:   rock 
mentioned  as  tertiary:   rare 

Activities 

Mentioned  in  order  of  primary  importance:   paleontology 
mentioned  as  secondary:   non- vehicular  camping 
mentioned  as  tertiary:   rockhounding 
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Statistical  Abstract 


Activity  Type:   Picnicing   (2  organizations  Interviewed) 

Average  number  of  members:   120;  range:   100-140 

Average  percentage  active  members:   49;  range:   20-90 

Average  sex  ratio  (male-female) :   50/50 

Members  residential  spatial  distribution:   2  miles;  range:  1-5 

Satisfactions 

Frequency  of  satisfactions  mentioned  as  primary: 
comraderie,  100% 

mentioned  as  secondary:   family  togetherness 
mentioned  as  tertiary:   communion  with  nature 

Concerns 

Frequency  of  concerns  mentioned  as  primary:   none 

Visitation 

Total  number  of  trips/year:   8 

Total  number  of  different  sites  visited:   7 

Average  number  of  persons  per  trip:   23;  range:   15-25 

Typical  dispersion  about  site:   1-2  miles 

Typical  travel  to  site:   2-4  hours 


Attributes 


Mentioned  in  order  of  primary  importance: 
and  scenery 
mentioned  as  secondary:   facilities 


historical  site 


Activities : 


Mentioned  in  order  of  primary  importance: 
non-vehicle  camping 
mentioned  as  secondary:   hiking 
mentioned  as  tertiary:   photography 


pinicing  and 
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Statistical  Abstract 

Activity  Type:   Mammal  Study   (1  Organization  Interviewed) 

Average  number  of  members:   150 

Average  percentage  active  members:   25% 

Average  sex  ratio  (male-female) :   50/50 

Members  residential  spatial  distribution:   40  miles 

Satisfactions 

Frequency  of  satisfactions  mentioned  as  primary: 
conservation,  100% 
mentioned  as  secondary:   recognition 

Concerns 

Frequency  of  concerns  mentioned  as  primary:   motorcycle  play 
mentioned  as  secondary:   4-wheel  drive  sport 
mentioned  as  tertiary:   the  Government 

Visitation 

Total  number  of  trips/year:   4 
Total  number  of  different  sites  visited:   4 
Average  number  of  persons  per  trip:   40 
Typical  dispersion  about  site:   2-5  miles 
Typical  travel  to  site:   4-6  hours 

Attributes 

Mentioned  in  order  of  primary  importance :   mammals 
mentioned  as  secondary:   rare 
mentioned  as  tertiary:   education 

Activities 

Mentioned  in  order  of  primary  importance:   mammal  study 
mentioned  as  secondary:   site  protection 
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Statistical  Abstract 

Activity  Type:   Site  Survey   (3  Organizations  Interviewed 

Average  number  of  members:   141 

Average  percentage  active  members:   50;  range:   0-65 

Average  sex  ratio  (male-female):   50/50;  range:   0/100  -'50/50 

Members  residential  spatial  distribution:   75  miles;  range: 

0-100 
Satisfactions 

Frequency  of  satisfactions  mentioned  as  primary:   conservation 

and  competition 

mentioned  as  secondary:   comraderie 

mentioned  as  tertiary:   appreciation  of  nature 

Concerns 

Frequency  of  concerns  mentioned  as  primary:   Bureau  of  Land 
Management 

Visitation 

Total  number  of  trips/year:   33 

Total  number  of  different  sited  visited:   9 

Typical  dispersion  about  site:   2-5;  range:   2-50 

Average  number  of  persons  per  trip:   26;  range:   3-40 

Typical  travel  to  site:   4-6  hours 

Attributes 

Mentioned  in  order  of  primary  importance:   mammals  and  open 

area 

mentioned  as  secondary:   education  and  general  wildlife 

mentioned  as  tertiary:   scenery 

Activities 

Mentioned  in  order  of  primary  importance:   site  survey 
mentioned  as  secondary:   nature  study 
mentioned  as  tertiary:   vehicle  camping 
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Statistical  Abstract 

Activity  Type:   Miscellaneous   (13  Organizations  Interviewed) 

Average  number  of  members:   79 

Average  percentage  active  members:   65;  range:   1-100 

Average  sex  ratio  (male-female):   64/36;  range  1-99 

Members  residential  spatial  distribution:   53;  range:   0-500 

Satisfactions 

Frequency  of  satisfactions  mentioned  as  primary: 
service  to  parent  organization 
mentioned  as  secondary:   competition 
mentioned  as  tertiary:   comraderie 

Concerns 

Frequency  of  concerns  mentioned  as- primary:   motorcycle  play 
mentioned  as  secondary:   private  property 
mentioned  as  tertiary:   4-wheel  drive  sport 

Visitation 

Total  number  of  trips/year:   144 

Total  number  of  different  sites  visited:   25 

Average  number  of  persons  per  trip:   22;  range:   1-50 

Typical  dispersion  about  site:   5-10  miles;  range:  1-50 

Typical  travel  to  site:   2-4  hours 

Attributes 

Mentioned  in  order  of  primary  importance:   open  area 

mentioned  as  secondary:   proximity  to  other  attractions 
mentioned  as  tertiary:   geology 

Activities 

Mentioned  in  order  of  primary  importance:   picnicing  and 
site  protection 
mentioned  as   secondary:   vehicle  camping 
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V.   A  Comparison  of  Characteristics  of  Organizations 
Classified  by  Activity  Type  " 

The  information  provided  by  organized  recreational  groups 
indicates  that  similarities  in  organizational  characteristics 
exist  among  groups  of  a  given  activity  type.   However,  analysis 
of  the  data  presented  in  the  "Summary  of  Characteristics  of 
Organized  Recreational  Groups  Classified  by  Activity  Type" 
suggests  that  several  similarities  also  exist  among  some  of 
the  different  activity  types  of  recreational  groups. 

Similarities  in  organizations  among  different  activity 
types  may  result  from  respondents  mentioning  different 
activities  as  "primary"  but  reporting  similar  mixes  of  activi- 
ties as  being  "secondary."   In  other  instances,  similarities 
may  result  from  different  activities  which  depend  upon  similar 
desires  for  the  recreationist. 

The  basis  for  comparison  of  the  various  activity  types 
is  provided  by  the  profiles  of  "satisfactions",  "attributes" 
and  "concerns"  generalized  in  the  previous  section. 

A.   Comparison  of  Activity  Types  Based  Upon  "fiat-i  gfar-H  nns" 

As  the  motivators  of  recreational  activity,  the  satis- 
factions sought  by  recreationists  are  generally  highly  personal 
subjective  perceptions  which  can  only  be  known  to  the  individ- 
ual experiencing  them. 

The  "satisfactions  profiles"  generated  for  several 
activity  types  of  recreational  groups  are  based  upon  the  three 
satisfactions  mentioned  by  respondents  in  order  of  importance 
to  "typical"  members  of  their  organization.   Respondents 
surveyed  can  thus  only  communicate  what  they  believe  to  be  the 
typical  satisfactions  experienced  by  members  in  their  organiza- 
tions, based  upon  their  familarity  and  experiences  with  club 
members . 

The  satisfactions  most  commonly  expressed  among  all 
activity  types  are  "comraderie"  and  "exit  civilization."   The 
similarity  of  the  various  activity  types  in  regard  to  these 
satisfactions  may  be  attributable  to  the  fact  that  responses 
refer  to  members  of  organizations,  and  that  those  organizations' 
activities  are  generally  conducted  away  from  areas  of  concentr 
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rated  human  habitation.   Generally,  these  satisfactions  are 
expressed  somewhat  more  frequently  as  "primary"  among  organ- 
izations for  which  the  primary  activity  is  the  operation  of 
motor  vehicles  (motorcycling,  4-wheel  drive  sport,  and  dune 
buggying) . 

Expressions  of  "solitude"  as  a  satisfaction  experienced 
by  typical  members  are  also  common  among  the  various  activity 
types  surveyed.   "Solitude"  may  be  expressed  with  reference 
to  a  group  being  "alone"  with  respect  to  other  recreationists 
in  the  vicinity;  or,  it  may  refer  to  feelings  of  "aloneness" 
on  behalf  of  individuals.   Solitude  in  the  sense  of  the 
individual's  alone-ness  may  account  for  this  satisfaction 
being  most  frequently  mentioned  as  "primary"  by  groups  whose 
activities  involve  relatively  low  levels  of  noise,  congestion, 
or  other  disturbance  at  a  specific  site,  (e.g.,  backpacking, 
horseback  riding,  sand  sailing) . 

"Communion/appreciation  of  nature"  was  frequently  expressed 
by  respondents  within  activity  types  whose  primary  purpose  is 
related  to  the  naturalness  of  the  desert  ecosystem,  (e.g., 
nature  study,  plant  study,   bird  study,  reptile  study, 
historical  study,  archeology,  site  protection,  rockhounds) . 
"Communion/appreciation  with  nature  was  also  frequently 
mentioned  by  groups  whose  primary  activites  are  directed  at 
placing  the  recreationist  in  close  physical  proximity  to  the 
desert  system,  (e.g.,  vehicular  and  non-vehicular  camping, 
backpacking,  hiking  and  horseback  riding) .   Although  "communion/ 
appreciation  with  nature"  was  expressed  rather  infrequently  by 
organizations  whose  primary  activity  is  related  to  uses  o£ 
motor  vehicles,  it  was  mentioned  by  groups  involved  with 
4-wheel  drive  sport  and  dune  buggying. 

Satisfactions  derived  from  enhancing  the  desert  resource 
for  use  by  others  (conservation,  site  improvement,  site  protec- 
tion, service  to  parent  organization)  were  mentioned  most 
frequently  by  groups  whose  activities  are  dependent  upon 
A  maintaining  the  integrity  of  the  desert  system,  (nature  study, 

plant  study,  reptile  study,  bird  study,  historical  study, 
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^  archeology,  and  site  protection) .   The  same  set  of  activity 

types  also  exhibit  relatively  high  frequencies  with  which  the 
satisfaction  "education"  was  expressed. 

Organizations  whose  primary  activities  are  directed  at 
|  placing  members  in  the  desert  (camping  -  both  vehicular  and 

non-vehicular,  backpacking,  hiking  and  rockhounding) ,  rarely 
r  mentioned  satisfactions  from  enhancing  the  desert  resource, 

but  many  expressed  satisfactions  resulting  from  educational 
,  experiences  in  the  desert.   Satisfactions  related  to  enhance- 

j 

ment  of  the  desert  and  education  were  rarely  mentioned  by 
groups  primarily  oriented  towards  motor  vehicle  activities, 
j  While  feelings  of  family  togetherness  is  a  satisfaction 

which  is  likely  to  be  enjoyed  by  most  people  recreating  in 
family  units,  "family  togetherness"  was  expressed  most 
frequently  by  organizations  participating  in  activities  in 
i  which  motor  vehicle  use  is  involved. 

As  would  be  expected,  satisfactions  related  to  competi- 
A  tion  were  most  frequently  expressed  by  motorcycle  racing  clubs; 

i  however  competition  was  mentioned  by  organizations  within  each 

of  the  activity  types  representative  of  motor  vehicle-related 
'  activities. 

"Acquisition"  was  a  satisfaction  mentioned  only  by  groups 
whose  primary  activities  are  rockhounding,  plant  study  and 
archeology.   Some  of  the  members  of  organizations  within  each 
of  these  activity  types  are  involved  in  establishing  and  main- 
taining collections  of  specimens  obtained  in  the  desert. 

To  highlight  the  similarities  of  satisfactions  expressed 
among  different  activity  types,  a  "satisfaction  profile"  is 
presented  for  major  groupings  of  activity  types.   These  group- 
ings of  different  activity  types  are  based  upon  similarities  in 
the  mix  and  frequency  of  satisfactions  expressed  by  respondents, 

Four  major  groupings  of  activity  types  and  the  activity 
types  included  within  each  are  as  follows: 

Group  One:   bird  study,  reptile  study,  plant  study, 
P  nature  study,  rockhounds; 

Group  Two:   historical  study,  archeology,  site  protection; 
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Group  Three:   vehicle  camping,  non-vehicular  camping, 
9  backpacking,  hiking,  horseback  riding; 

Group  Four:   motorcycle  racing,  motorcycle  play,  4-wheel 
drive  sport,  dune  buggy ing,  sand  sailing. 
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B.   Comparison  of  Activity  Types  Based  Upon 
"Site  Attributes" 

The  site  attributes  which  make  an  area  desirable  to 
recreational  groups  are  determined  primarily  by  the 
activities  in  which  the  groups  engage.   Of  the  various  site 
attributes  mentioned  by  respondents,  the  desert  scenery 
exhibits  the  broadest  appeal  among  the  different  activity 
types.   The  popularity  of  scenery  among  all  of  the  activity 
types  subject  to  comparison,  suggests  that  regardless  of 
the  activities  in  which  recreationists  engage,  they  prefer 
to  enjoy  them  within  attractive  surroundings. 

Solitude  was  a  frequently  mentioned  site  attribute 
among  all  activity  types  except  those  previously  classified 
in  group  three  (archeology,  historical  study,  site  protec- 
tion) ,  and  organizations  involved  with  reptile  study.   The 
activity  types  for  which  respondents  did  not  mention 
solitude  seem  to  be  those  involving  activities  which  are 
dependant  upon  several  necessary  site  attributes;  and 
solitude,  while  it  may  be  enjoyed  by  these  recreationists, 
may  be  ranked  too  low  in  priority  (relative  to  more  nec- 
essary site  attributes)  to  be  visible  in  the  sample. 

Geology/landforms  as  a  site  attribute  was  also  men- 
tioned by  all  activity  types  with  the  same  mix  of  activity 
types  which  did  not  mention  "solitude"  as  indicated  above. 

Generally,  the  more  specific  physical  attributes  of 
the  desert  (dry  lakes,  sand  dunes,  trails),  are  most 
frequently  mentioned  by  organizations  within  activity  types 
associated  with  motor  vehicles. 

Also  of  primary  interest  to  motor  vehicle  oriented 
activity  types  is  that  the  area  be  classified  as  one  in 
which  off-road  vehicle  activity  is  permitted.   This  site 
attribute  was  also  mentioned  by  representatives  of  activity 
types  associated  with  site  protection,  archeology,  bird 
study,  and  nature  study  -  presumably  these  activity 
types  would  use  the  vehicle  as  a  means  of  access,  rather 
than  driving  as  a  sport  in  itself. 
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As  a  site  attribute,  educational  opportunity  was 
mentioned  most  frequently  by  those  activity  types  which 
involve  some  form  of  study  of  the  desert's  natural  or 
cultural  resources  (historical  study,  archeology,  site 
protection,  nature  study,  bird  study,  plant  study,  reptile 
study) .   "Educational  opportunity"  was  also  mentioned  by 
groups  involved  in  non- vehicular  camping  and  hiking. 

"General  wildlife"  and  more  specific  related  attributes 
(e.g.,  plants,  birds,  rocks,  and  minerals,  etc.),  were 
mentioned  most  frequently  by  activity  types  associated 
with  the  various  forms  of  nature  study  and  camping. 
Although  "general  wildlife"  and  "variety  of  habitats  were 
occasionally  mentioned  by  activity  types  involved  with  motor 
vehicles. 

The  more  specific  attributes  generally  exhibit  an  appeal 
restricted  to  those  activity  types  for  which  the  attribute 
is  specifically  sought. 

"Proximity  to  other  attractions"  was  most  frequently 
mentioned  by  activity  types  involved  with  various  forms  of 
camping  as  well  as  those  associated  with  motor-vehicle 
activity. 

To  more  clearly  illustrate  the  comparison  of  activity 
types  on  the  basis  of  site  attributes,  "attribute  profiles" 
have  been  developed  for  the  four  major  groupings  of 
activity  types  presented  with  the  comparisons  based  on 
satisfactions . 
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C.   Comparison  of  Activity  Types  Based  Upon  "Concerns" 

Concerns  mentioned  by  organizations  within  a  particular 
activity  type  are  generally  expressed  with  regard  to  some 
other  activity  which  affects  the  use  of  the  desert 
resource  by  the  responent. 

The  most  commonly  mentioned  concern  expressed  among 
all  activity  types  was  "government."   While  concerns  regard- 
ing "government"  were  occasionally  directed  toward  State, 
County  or  local  officials,  the  most  frequently  mentioned 
governmental  entity  is  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management.   As 
the  administrative  body  responsible  for  the  management  of 
the  desert  lands  used  by  the  various  activity  types,  the 
BLM  must  address  the  trade-offs  involved  when  different 
uses  of  the  desert  arp  conflicting  in  some  fashion.   To 
accomodate  the  various  different  kinds  of  activities 
engaged  by  groups  recreating  in  the  desert,  it  is  unlikely 
that  recreationists  are  going  to  be  pleased  with  all  of 
BLM's  policies,  all  of  the  time. 

The  broadly  based  concern  regarding  the  BLM  is 
primarily  in  response  to  policies  regarding  off-road 
vehicles.   Organizations  whose  activities  involve  the  use 
of  off-road  vehicles  for  sport  generally  expressed  concern 
that  the  BLM's  policies  regarding  off-road  vehicles  are 
too  restrictive  of  their  use  of  the  desert.   Organiza- 
tions whose  activities  are  dependent  on  the  integrity  of 
the  desert  ecosystem  frequently  expressed  concern  that 
BLM  off-road  vehicle  policies  are  not  restrictive  enough 
to  avoid  damage  to  the  desert. 

Concerns  regarding  off-road  vehicles  were   expressed 
by  organizations  of  nearly  all  activity  types  (least 
frequently  by  organizations  whose  activity  involves  the 
use  of  off-road  vehicles  for  sport) .   Organizations 
involved  with  study  of  the  desert's  natural  characteris- 
tics generally  expressed  concern  about  damages  to  terrain, 
plants,  etc.,  which  might  be  caused  by  off-road  vehicles. 
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These  groups  also  frequently  mentioned  an  aesthetic 
insult  associated  with  dust,  noise,  and  scarred  terrain 
in  areas  subject  to  off-road  vehicle  use.   Very  similar 
concerns  were  expressed  by  organizations  involved  with 
hiking,  camping,  and  horseback  riding. 

Occasionally,  an  organization  involved  with  the  use  of 
off-road  vehicles  for  sport  would  express  concern  about 
off-road  vehicle  use.   For  example,  a  concern  regarding 
dune-buggies  mentioned  by  a  dune-buggy  club  was  usually 
based  upon  concerns  about  crowding  or  safety. 

"Site  protection"  and  "private  property"  were 
expressed  as  concerns  among  organizations  for  whom  access 
to  a  praticular  area  might  be  restricted.   "Hunting"  was 
mentioned  as  a  concern  by  groups  associated  with  nature 
study  and  non- vehicular  camping. 
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VI.   A  Summary  of  Sites 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  sites  identified  by 

recreational  groups  as  areas  visited  by  their  group.   Only 

those  sites  which  were  identified  by  five  groups  or  more 

are  summarized  below.   A  list  of  all  sites  may  be  found  on 

the  tabulated  computer  print-out,  "A  Summary  of  Sites"  and 

;  in  Appendix  E,  "A  List  of  Sites." 

In  addition,  a  set  of  two  maps  accompanies  this  report. 

Each  of  the  sites  mentioned  by  recreational  groups  has  been 

placed  on  these  maps  with  the  following  information:   site 

name;  map  reference  number;  popularity  (absolute  number  of 
t 
i  groups  identifying  that  area  as  one  they  use) ;  activity 

types  using  that  area  and  the  number  of  clubs  interviewed 
\  of  that  activity  type  using  that  area;  and  attributes  of 

that  area  mentioned  most  frequently  by  all  groups  using 
*  that  area.   The  areas  (polygons)  drawn  on  the  maps,  identify 

the  physical  dispersion  of  groups  using  that  area.   This 
I  information  was  obtained  from  recreational  planners  and 

lead  rangers  with  field-expertise  in  that  area. 

The  following  information  is  provided  in  the  summaries 
below.   The  first  line  of  each  section  contains  the  name  of 
the  site,  its  "map  reference  number"  and  the  number  of 
clubs  responding  or  identifying  that  site  as  one  in  which 
they  recreate  in.   The  table  directly  below  gives  a  break- 
down of  activity  types  using  that  specific  area,  the  number 
of  clubs  of  each  activity  type  using  that  area,  and  the 
approximate  dispersion  of  the  "typical"  recreational  group 
of  that  activity  type.   Below  the  table  is  a  list  of 
attributes  most  frequently  mentioned  by  groups  using  that 
area  and  a  list  of  problems  that  were  mentioned  by  groups 
as  specific  to  that  area.   Lastly,  a  brief  problem  state- 
ment is  provided,  identifying  the  nature  of  that  specific 
site  problem. 
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YUHA  BASIN 


Activity  Type 


Map  #:   4 
Number  of  Clubs 


13  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 


Motorcycling 

5 

20  -  50 

Jeeping 

1 

50  -  + 

Rockhounding 

2 

2-5 

Nature  Study 

1 

2-5 

Archeology 

1 

1-2 

Site  Protection 

1 

10  -  20 

Miscellaneous 

1 

5-10 

Attributes:   motorcycling  area,  archeology,  rocks  and  minerals 
Problems:   rockhounding,  motorcycling,  exploration 

Problem  statement:   rockhounding  was  mentioned  by  the  nature 
study  group  as  a  threat  to  the  fossil  beds  within  Yuha  Basin. 
Motorcycling  and  ORV  exploration  were  mentioned  by  the  site 
protection  group  as  contributing  heavily  to  impact  within  the 
general  Yuha  Basin  area. 


IMPERIAL  SAND  DUNES   Map  #:   12 
Activity  Type     Number  of  Clubs 


Jeeping 

4 

Rockhounding 

1 

Motorcycling 

1 

Site  Protection 

1 

7  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

20  -  50 
2-5 
50  -  + 
10  -  20 

Attributes:   open  area,  scenery,  rare  and  endangered  species 
Problems:   jeeping,  the  Government 

Problem  statement:   jeeping  was  mentioned  by  the  site  pro- 
tection group  as  a  threat  to  this  "unique  wildlife  habitat." 
The  Government  (BLM)  was  identified  by  a  jeeping  group  as  a 
problem  in  the  restrictions  placed  on  jeeping  areas. 


I 
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Activity  Type 


Map  #:   18 
Number  of  Clubs 


17  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 


12 
2 
1 

1 
1 


Dune  Buggymg 
Jeeping 
History 
Plant  Study 
Rockhounding 

Attributes:   dune  buggy ing  area,  ORV  area,  scenery 


20  -  50 

10  -  20 

1-2 

1-2 

10  -  20 


Problems:   the  Government 

Problem  statement:  the  Government  (BLM)  was  mentioned  by 
dune  buggying  groups  as  a  problem  in  its  closing  of  areas 
to  vehicular  use. 


PICACHO  MTS. 

Activity  Type 

Rockhounding 
Motorcycling 
Archeology 
Vehicle  Camping 
Miscellaneous 


Map  #:   20 
Number  of  Clubs 

2 

1 
1 
1 
1 


6  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 

5-10 
10  -  20 

1-2 

1  -  - 
10  -  20 


Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals,  scenery,  ORV  area 
Problems:   none  identified 


OCOTILLO  WELLS 
Activity  Type 


Map  #:   24 
Number  of  Clubs 


13  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 


2-5 

20  -  50 

20  -  50 

20  -  50 

2-5 

1-2 


Fockhounding  3 

Dune  Buggying  3 

Jeeping  3 

Motorcycling  2 

Fature  Study  1 

Archeology  .1 

Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals,  ORV  area,  scenery 
Problems:   off-road  vehicles 

Problem  statement:   off-road  vehicles  were  mentioned  by  the 
nature  study  group  as  "dec troy ing"  the  scenic  and  wildlife 
value  of  the  area. 
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SALTON  SEA  WILDLIFE   Map  #:   2  8 
REFUGE 


Activi  y  Type 


Number  of  Clubs 


9  Clubs  Responding 


Approximate  Dispersion 


Bird  Study  4  2-4 

Nature  Study  3  5-10 

Plant  Study  1  1-2 

Vehicle  Camping  1  1-2 

Attributes:   bird  life,  scenery,  educational  value 

Problems:   off-road  vehicles 

Problem  statement:   off-road  vehicles  were  mentioned  by  a 
bird  study  group  as  destructive  to  area  around  Travertine  Rock 

PALO  VERDE  Map  # :   32        6  Clubs  Responding 

Activity  Type      Number  of  Clubs     Approximate  Dispersion 

Rockhounding  5  5-10 

Hiking  1  2-5 

Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals  scenery,  wildlife 
Problems:   none  identified 


SALTON  SEA  W.  SHORE   Map  #:   33 


Activity  Type 


Number  of  Clubs 


2  2  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 


Tjature  Study  7  1-2 

Rockhounding  4  5-10 

Kird  Study  3  2-4 

'  ehicle  Camping  2  2-5 

\ ion-vehicular  Camping  1  2-4 

Attributes:   bird  life,  plant  life,  scenery 

"roblems:   crowding 


HO 


WILEY  WELLS 

Activity  Type 

Rockhoundmg 
Dune  Buggying 
Archaeology 
Miscellaneous 


Map 

#: 

40 

Numbei 

•   of 

Clubs 

37 

1 

1 

1 

38  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

2-5 

20  -  50 

1-2 

5-10 


Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals,  scenery,  solitude 
Problems:   none  identified 
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ORACOPIA  MTS , 

Activity  Type 

Backpacking 

Jeeping 

Rockhounding 


Map  #:   41 

Number  of  Clubs 

3 
2 

1 


6  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

5-10 

10  -  50 

1-2 


Attributes:   geology,  solitude,  wildlife 

Problems:   motorcycling,  jeeping 

Problem  statement:   motorcycling  and  jeeping  was  mentioned 

by  a  backpacking  club  as  "heavily  impacting"  the  desert 

environment  in  and  around  the  Oracopia  Mountains. 


CHUCKAWALLA  MTS . 

Activity  Type 

Rockhounding 
Backpacking 
Site  Protection 


Map  #:   43 

Number  of  Clubs 

3 
2 

1 


6  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

2-5 

2-10 

10  -  20 


Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals,  wildlife,  scenery 
Problems:   none  identified 


J 


INDIO 

Activity  Type 

Rockhounding 
Jeeping 

Horseback  Riding 
Vehicle  Camping 


Mao  #:   51 
Number  of  Clubs 

2 

2 
1 
1 


6  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 

2-5 

10  -  20 

20  -  50 

2-5 


Attributes: 

Problems:   none  identified 


rocks  and  minerals,  ORV  area,  proximity  to  other 
attractions 
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PALM  DESERT 
Activity  Type 


Map  #:   54 
Number  of  Clubs 


7  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 


3 

1 
1 
1 
1 


2-5 
2-5 

50  -  + 
1  -   - 

10  -  20 


Reptile  Study 
Hiking 
Motorcycling 
Nature  Study 
Hang  Gliding 

Attributes:   reptiles,  wildlife,  educational  opportunity 
Problems:   the  Government 

Problem  statement.   the  California  Department  of  Fish  and 
Game  was  identified  by  a  reptile  study  group  as  a  problem 
because  of  the  agency's  releasing  and  placement  of  rehabilit- 
ated tortoises  in  Palm  Desert  (a  low  desert  area) .   The 
group  felt  the  tortoises  should  be  released  in  the  high 
desert. 


MO RON GO  VALLEY 

Activity  Type 

Bird  Study 
Nature  Study 
Plant  Study 
Hiking 
Picnicing 
Historical  Study 


Map  #:   61 

Number  of  Clubs 

7 
3 

1 
1 
1 
1 


14  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 


2  - 

2  - 

1  - 

2  - 

1  - 

1  - 


5 

5 

5 
2 
2 


Attributes:   birdlife,  surface  water,  solitude 
Problems:   the  Government,  hunting 

Problem  statement:  the  BLM  was  mentioned  by  a  plant  study 
^roup  as  a  problem  because  of  itr  refusal  to  make  a  parti- 
cular windmill  site  into  a  national  monument.  Hunting  was 
viewed  by  a  birdgroup  as  a  threat  to  the  birdlife  resource 
in  the  Morongo  Valley  area. 
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TURTLE  MTS. 
Activity  Type 


Map  #:   65 
Number  of  Clubs 


Rockhounding  S 

Archeology  1 

Site  Suvey  1 

Vehicle  Camping  1 

Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals 

Problems.   none  identified 


12  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

2-5 

1-2 

50  -   + 

2-5 

scenery   solitude 


) 


JOHNSON  VALLEY 

Activity  Type 

Motorcycling 

Jeeping 

Site  protection 


Map  #•   71 

Numbe   of  Clubs 

9 
2 

1 


12  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

20  -  50 

20  -  50 

2-5 


Attributes:   ORV  area,  motorcycle  racing  area,  scenery 
Problems:   the  Government  (BLM)  was  mentioned  by  several 
motorcycling  groups  as  a  source  of  environmental  degradation 
problems  by  their  restricting  motorcycle  racing  activity  to 
a  few  areas  (e.g.,  Johnson  Valley) . 


SOGGY  DRY  LAKE 

Activity  Type 

Motorcycling 
Sand  Sailing 
Dune  Buggying 
Jeeping 


Map  #:   72 
Number  of  Clubs 

25 

1 
1 
1 


2  8  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

20  -  50 

5-10 

50  -   + 

50  -   + 


Attributes:   ORV  area,  motorrycLe  racing  area,  scenery 
Problems:   none  identified 


CADIZ  Ma] 

Activity   Type  N iiml n 

Rockhounding 

Motorcycling 

Jeeping 

Site  Protection 

Attributes:   scenery,  ORV  area,  solitude 

Problems:   none  identified 


t:   76 

5  Clubs  Responding 

of  Clubs 

Approximate  Dispersion 

2 

1 
1 
1 

5-10 
20  -  50 
10  -  20 
10  -  20 

L?3 


( 


) 


{ 


) 
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LUCERNE  VALLEY 

Activity  Type 

Motorcycling 
Jeeping 
Rockhounding 
Dune  Buggying 
Reptile  Study 
Nature  Study 
Historical  Study 


Map  #:   7  7 

Number  of  Clubs 

44 
3 
3 

1 
1 
1 
1 


54  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

20  -  50 
50  -   + 

2-5 
10  -  20 

1-2 

2-5 

2-5 


Attributes:   motorcycle  racing  area,  ORV  area,  scenery 
Problems :   the  Government 

Problem  Statement:   the  Government  (BLM)  was  mentioned  by 
several  motorcycling  groups  as  a  source  of  environmental 
degradation  by  restricting  motorcycle  racing  activities  to 
a  few  areas  (e.g.,  Lucerne  Valley). 


VICTORVILLE 
Activity  Type 


Map  #:   79 
Number  of  Clubs 


Rockhounding 

7 

Motorcycling 

3 

Vehicle  Camping 

3 

Jeeping 

2 

Horseback  Riding 

2 

Non-Vehicular  Camping 

1 

Site  Protection 

1 

21  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

2-5 

20  -  50 
1-2 
(1-)  -  (20-50) 
5-10 
1  -  - 
5-10 


Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals,  scenery,  ORV  area 
Problems:   none  identified 


MOJAVE  NARROWS 
Activity  Type 


Map  #:   80 
Number  of  Clubs 


Bird  Study 

3 

Backpacking 

1 

Vehicle  Camping 

1 

Non-vehicular  Camping 

1 

Rockhounding 

1 

Historical  Study 

1 

8  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

2-5 
2-5 
1  -   - 

1  -  - 
5-10 
1-2 


Attributes:   birdlife,  facilities,  scenery 
Problems:   none  identified 
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PALMDALE 

Activity  Type 

Rockhounding 
Nature  Study 
Sports 
Motorcycling 


Map  # : 


81 


Number  of  Clubs 

3 
3 

1 
1 


8  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

2-5 

2-5 

1-2 

10  -  20 


Attributes:   plant  life,  rocks  and  minerals,  scenery 
Problems:   none  identified 


) 


OLD  WOMAN  MTS 
Activity  Type 


Map  #:   84 
Number  of  Clubs 


6  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 


Picnicing 

1 

1-2 

Backpacking 

1 

5-10 

Rockclimbing 

1 

2-5 

Rockhounding 

1 

5-10 

Reptile  Study 

1 

1-2 

Mammal  Study 

1 

2-5 

Attributes:   geology,  scenery,  wildlife 
Problems:   none  identified 


EL  MIRAGE  LAKE 


Map 

#: 

89 

Numbe: 

r   of 

Clubs 

9 

5 

1 

2 

20  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

20  -  50 
5-10 


Activity  Type 

Motorcycling 
Sand  Sailing 
Dune  Buggying 
Jeeping 

Attributes:   ORV  area,  dry  lake  bed,  scenery 

Problems:   the  Government 

Problem  statement:   the  Government  (BLM)  was  mentioned  by  a 

motorcycle  group  as  a  source  of  environmental  degradation  by 

restricting  motorcycle  racing  activities  to  a  few  areas.   The 

club  asked  for  a  rotation  of  more  areas.   The  same  club  asked 

for  additional  toilet  facilities  in  the  Lake  Mirage  area. 
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LUDLOW 

Activity  Type 

Rockhounding 
Nature  Study 


Map  #:   90 
Number  of  Clubs 

6 

1 


7  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

2-5 
10  -  20 


Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals,  scenery,  mining  area 
Problems:   none  identified 


LAVIC 

Activity  Type 
Rockhounding 


Map  #:   93 
Number  of  Clubs 


6  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 
5-10 


Attributes : rocks  and  minerals,  scenery,  solitude 
Problems:   none  identified 


STODDARD  WELL 

Activity  Type 

Motorcycling 
Jeeping 
Rockhounding 
Dune  Buggying 


Map 

#: 

94 

Number  of 

Clubs 

5 

4 

2 

1 

12  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

20  -  50 

20  -  50 

2-5 

20  -  50 


Attributes:   ORV  area,  scenery,  rocks  and  minerals 
Problems:   the  Government 

Problem  Statement:   the  Government's  (BLM)  regulations 
regarding  Stoddard  Wells  were  mentioned  by  a  jeeping  group  as 
"difficult  to  deal  with" ,  hard  to  enforce  and  difficult  on 
the  "people  who  do  take  care  of  the  desert." 


LANCASTER 

Activity  Type 

Plant  Study 
Nature  Study 
Vehicle  Camping 
Rockhounding 
Jeeping 
Miscellaneous 


Map 

#: 

95 

Number  of 

Clubs 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 

1-2 

1-10 

1-2 

1  -  - 
50  -  + 
10  -  20 


Attributes:   plant  life,  scenery,  wildlife 
Problems:   none  identified 
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STODDARD  VALLEY 
Activity  Type 


Map  #:   99 
Number  of  Clubs 


6  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate   Dispersion 


Jeeping 
Rockhounding 

2 

1 

20  -  50 
5-10 

Motorcycling 
Dune  Buggying 
Miscellaneous 

1 
1 
1 

20  -  50 

10  -  50 

5-10 

Attributes:   ORV  area,  jeep  trails 
Problems:   none  identified 


PROVIDENCE  MTS. 


Activity  Type 

Backpacking 
Nature  Study 
Plant  Study 
Mammal  Study 
Site  Protection 
Site  survey 


Map 

#: 

104 

Number  of 

Clubs 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

5-10 
1-2 
5-10 
2-5 
2-5 
5-10 


Attributes:  mammalian  life,  wildlife,  scenery 
Problems :  the  Government 

Problem  statement:  Th3  BLM  was  criticized  by  a  mammalian  study 

group  for  not  removing  the  feral  burro  population  from  the 

Big  Horn  Sheep  range  within  the  Providence  Mts. 


CADY  MOUNTAINS 
Activity  Type 
rockhounding 


Map  #:  108 
Number  of  Clubs 


6  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 
5-10 


Attributes:  rocks  and  minerals,  scenery,  solitude 
Problems:  none  identified 


137 


MOJAVE  VALLEY 


Activity  type 


Map  #109 
Number  of  clubs 


7  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  dispersion 


Rockhounding 

2 

2-5 

Horseback  riding 

1 

10  -  20 

Bird  study 

1 

1-2 

Dune  buggying 

1 

50+ 

Jeeping 

1 

20  -  50 

Miscellaneous 

1 

1 

Attributes:  rocks  and  minerals,  historical  value,  scenery 
Problems :  the  Government 

Problem  statement:   The  BLM  was  cited  by  the  jeeping  and  dune 
buggying  clubs  as  closing-off  toomany  areas  to  vehicular  use 
within  Mojave  Valley  and  not  being  sensitive  to  the  needs  of 
ORV  users. 


BARS TOW 

Activity  type 

Motorcycling 

Rockhounding 

Nature  study 

Vehicular  camping 

Photography 

Jeeping 

Miscellaneous 


Map 

#113 

Number  of  clubs 

11 

10 

5 

2 

2 

2 

2 

34  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  dispersion 

20  -  50 

2-5 

2-4 

1-2 

1-2 
20  -  50 
(1  -  -)  (20  -  50) 


Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals,  ORV  area,  scenery 
Problems:   none  identified 
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KELSO  DUNES 
Activity  Type 


Map  #:   114 
Number  of  Clubs 


11  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 

20  -  50 

5-10 
10  -  20 

2-5 
10  -  20 
20  -  50 

2-5 

2-5 

2-5 


Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals,  ORV  area,  wildlife 

Problems:   the  Government,  dune  buggying 

Problem  Statement:   the  Government (BLM)  was  mentioned  by  a 

dune  buggying  club  as  a  problem  source  for  closing  off 

Kelso  Dunes  to  their  use.   Dune  buggying  was  identified  by 

a  plant  study  group  as  a  problem  in  regard  to  its  "destructive- 

ness  to  rare  and  endangered  plant  life." 


Jeeping 

2 

Rockhounding 

2 

Motorcycling 

1 

Dune  Buggying 

1 

Nature  study 

1 

Plant  Study 

1 

Bird  Study 

1 

Site  Protection 

1 

Site  Survey 

1 

KRAMER  HILLS 

Activity  Type 

Rockhounding 
Paleontology 
Miscellaneous 


Map  #:   115 
Number  of  Clubs 

5 

1 
1 


7  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

5-10 
1-2 
1  -   - 


Attributes;   rocks  and  minerals,  geology,  scenery 
Problems:   ORV  activity  was  mentioned  by  the  paleontology 
group  as  being  highly  destructive  to  exposed  fossil  beds. 


GRANITE  MTS. 
Activity  Type 


Map  #:   116 
Number  of  Clubs 


7  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 


Backpacking 

3 

Plant  Study 

1 

Mammal  Study 

1 

Site  Protection 

1 

Site  Survey 

1 

5  - 

10 

5  - 

10 

2  - 

5 

2  - 

5 

5  - 

10 

Attributes:   geology,  wildlife,  scenery 

Problems:   the  Government  (BLM)  was  mentioned  by  the  mammal 
study  group  as  negligent  in  their  duty  to  protect  the  big 
horn  sheep  habitat  from  "introduced"  populations  of  burros. 


139 


CALICO  MTS. 


Map  #:   117 


Activity  Type 

Number  of  Clubs 

Rockhounding 

10 

Non-vehicular  Camping 

2 

Backpacking 

1 

Vehicle  Camping 

1 

Horseback  Riding 

1 

Photography 

1 

Jeeping 

1 

Archeology 

1 

18  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 

5-10 

2-5 

2-5 
10  -  20 
10  -  20 

1  -  - 
20  -  50 

1  -   - 


Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals,  scenery,  geology 
Problems:   none  identified 


) 


HINKLEY 

Activity  Type 

Rockhounding 
Vehicle  Camping 


Map  #:   118 
Number  of  Clubs 

4 

1 


5  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 
5-10 


1  -   - 


Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals,  scenery 
Problems:   none  identified 


Map  #:   120 
Number  of  Clubs 

8 

1 


GEM  HILL 

Activity  Type 

Rockhounding 
Dune  Buggying 

Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals,  solitude,  mining 
Problems : 


9  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

2-5 
1  -   - 


n 


one  identified 


CALICO 


Map  #:   12  3 


Activity  Type 

Numbi 

Br  of  Clubs 

Rockhounding 

5 

Picnicing 

1 

Vehicle  Camping 

1 

Photography 

1 

Jeeping 

1 

Non-vehicle  Campin 

g 

1 

Historical  Study 

1 

11  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 

2-5 
1-2 
1  -  - 
2-5 
20  -  50 
1  -  - 
1  -   - 


Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals,  scenery 
Problems:   none  identified 
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FOUR  CORNERS 

Activity  Type 

Motorcycling 
Rockhounding 


Map  #:   12  8 

Number  of  Clubs 

9 
2 


11  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

1  -   - 
5-10 


Attributes:   ORV  area,  scenery,  rocks  and  minerals 
Problems:   the  Government 

Problem  Statement:   the  Government (BLM)  was  mentioned  by  two 
motorcycling  clubs  as  a  problem  source  for  two  reasons:   1, 
obtaining  a  permit  to  put  on  a  race  involved  "a  lot  of  un- 
necessary red  tape"  and  2,  contributed  to  the  environmental 
degradation  of  areas  by  refusing  to  open  up  additional  motor- 
cycling areas  on  a  rotational  basis. 


BORON 
Activity  Type 

Rockhounding 
Dune  Buggying 
Motorcycling 
Nature  Study 


Map 

#: 

130 

Number  of 

Clubs 

12 

3 

1 

1 

17  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 

2-5 
50  -  - 
20  -  50 

1-2 


Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals,  scenery,  ORV  area 
Problems:   none  identified 


AFTON  CANYON 


Map  #:   131 


Activity  Type 

Numb 

er  of  Clubs 

Jeeping 

7 

Rockhounding 

6 

Dune  buggying 

2 

Horseback  riding 

2 

Historical  Study 

2 

Non-vehicle  camping 

1 

Backpacking 

1 

Miscellaneous 

1 

22  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

20  -  50 
5-10 
10  -  20 
10  -  20 
5-10 
1-2 
2  -5 
5-10 

Attributes:   ORV  area,  rocks  and  minerals,  scenery 
Problems:   ORVs ,  motorcycles 

Problem  Statement:   four-wheel  drive  vehicles  and  motorcycles 
were  mentioned  by  two  rockhounding  clubs  and  the  backpacking 
club  as  disturbing  the  wash  and  canyon  land  habitats  within 
and  adjacent  to  Afton  Canyon.   Noise  was  also  identified  by 
these  three  clubs  as  another  ORV  problem. 
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MOJAVE 

Activity  Type 

Nature  Study 

Rockhounding 

Backpacking 

Vehicle  Camping 

Horseback  Riding 

Motorcycling 

Miscellaneous 


Attributes:   scenery,  solitude,  wildlife 
Problems:   none  identified 


Map  #: 

135 

14 

Clubs  Responding 

Number  of 

Clubs 

ApF 

>roximate  Dispersion 

4 

1-2 

2 

10  -  20 

2 

5-10 

2 

2-5 

2 

10  -  20 

1 

20  -  50 

1 

10  -  20 

CASTLE  BUTTE 

Activity  Type 

Rockhounding 
Nature  Study 


Map  #:   138 

Number  of  Clubs 

10 
1 


9  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

2-5 
1-2 


Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals,  solitude,  scenery 
Problems:   none  identified 


OPAL  MT. 

Activity  Type 

Rockhounding 

Archeology 

Miscellaneous 


Map  #:   140 

Number  of  Clubs 

7 
1 
1 


10  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 

2-5 

1  -   - 
5-10 


Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals,  scenery,  mining 
Problems:   none  identified 


) 


CALIFORNIA  CITY 

Activity  Type 

Motorcycling 
Jeeping 
Rockhounding 
Dune  Buggying 
Miscellaneous 
Reptile  Study 
Site  Survey 


Map  #:   141 

Number  of  Clubs 

42 
7 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 


57  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 


20 

- 

50 

20 

- 

50 

2 

- 

5 

50 

- 

+ 

5 

- 

10 

2 

- 

5 

50 

- 

+ 

ORV 

area 

Attributes:   motorcycle  racing  area, 

Problems:   the  Government 

Problem  Statement:   the  Government  was  mentioned  by  several 


142 


( 


CALIFORNIA  CITY,  Cont. 

motorcycling  clubs  as  a  problem  source  for  the  following 
reasons:   1,  racing  permits  were  becoming  increasingly 
difficult  to  obtain;  2,  racing  areas  were  not  being  rotated 
and  as  a  result  "blame"  for  the  heavy  impact  in  the  few  open 
areas  was  being  placed  solely  upon  the  racing  clubs.   Motor- 
cyles  were  mentioned  by  the  rockhounding  and  reptile  study 
groups  as  a  source  of  excessive  noise  and  ecological  distur- 
bance. 


) 


TORTOISE  PRESERVE 

Activity  Type 

Reptile  Study 
Plant  Study 
Vehicle  Camping 
Nature  Study 


Map  #:   142 

Number  of  Clubs 

4 
4 
1 
1 


10  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 


2  - 

1  - 

2  - 
1  - 


Attributes:   reptiles,  plants,  wildlife 

Problems:   MOTORCYCLING 

Problem  Statement:   motorcycling  was  mentioned  by  the  plant 

study  groups  as  destructive  to  the  plant  life  and  wildlife 

in  the  vicinity  of  the  tortoise  preserve. 


) 


SUPERIOR  LAKE 

Activity  Type 

Sand  Sailing 
Miscellaneous 


Map  #:   146 

Number  of  Clubs 

5 
3 


8  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

5-10 
20  -  50 


Attributes:   dry  lake  bed,  solitude,  scenery 

Problems :   ORVs 

Problem  Statement:  ORVs  were  mentioned  by  a  skateboard 
sailing  club  and  sand  sailing  club  as  disruptive  to  the 
smooth  surface  of  the  lake. 


14 


( 


JAWBONE  CANYON 
Activity  Type 


Map  #:   150 
Number  of  Clubs 


15  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 

20  -  50 
2-5 

20  -  50 

20  -  50 
2-5 

10  -  20 

Attributes:   ORV  area,  scenery,  wildlife 

Problems:   motorcycles,  4-wheel  drive 

Problem  Statement:   Motorcycles  and  other  ORVs  were  cited  by 

a  plant  study  group  as  disruptive  to  the  natural  plant  life 

within  the  canyon  and  as  a  source  of  unwanted  noise. 


Motorcycling 

5 

Nature  Study 

3 

Dune  Buggying 

3 

Jeeping 

2 

Plant  Study 

1 

Horseback  Riding 

1 

RED  MOUNTAIN 
Activity  Type 


Map  #:   151 
Number  of  Clubs 


Motorcycling 

51 

Jeeping 

4 

Dune  Buggying 

4 

Rockhounding 

3 

Horseback  Riding 

1 

Vehicle  Camping 

1 

Backpacking 

1 

Archeology 

1 

66  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

20  -  50 
10  -  20 
20  -  50 

2-5 
10  -  20 
10  -  20 

2-5 

2-5 


Attributes:   motorcycle  racing  area,  ORV  area,  scenery 
Problems:   the  Government,  motorcycling 

Problem  Statement:   the  Government  (BLM)  was  mentioned  by 
thirteen  motorcycling  clubs  as  a  problem  source  in  its 
restricting  motorcycle  racing  activities  to  a  few  areas. 
These  clubs  felt  motorcycle  racing  should  be  allowed  in  more 
areas  on  a  rotational  basis.    Motorcycling  was  mentioned  by 
a  rockhounding  club  as  a  source  of  "noise  and  irritation." 


) 


FREMONT  VALLEY 

Activity  Type 

Motorcycling 
Rockhounding 
Dune  Buggying 
Jeeping 


Map  #:   152 

Number  of  Clubs 

6 
1 
1 
1 


9  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

10  -  20 
10  -  20 
50  -  + 
20  -  50 


Attributes:   motorcycle  racing  ORV  area,  scenery 

Pr8&llmSStaiemen?Yer?Kln6overnment  was  mentioned  as  a  problem 
source  in  restricting  motorcycle  racing  to  a  few  badly  disrupt- 
ed areas  that  are  beyond  ecological  repair. 
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RANDSBURG 
Activity  Type 


Map  #:   155 
Number  of  Clubs 


Motorcycling 
Rockhounding 

9 
6 

Vehicle  Camping 
Dune  Buggying 
Jeeping 
Archeology 
Paleontology 

1 
2 
2 

1 

1 

History 
Painting 

1 
1 

24  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 

20  -  50 

2-5 

2-5 
20  -  50 
20-50 

2-5 

1-2 

2-5 

1  -   - 


Attributes:   motorcycling  area,  ORV  area,  scenery 
Problems:   the  Government,  ORVs 

Problem  Statement:   the  Government (BLM)  was  mentioned  by  four 
groups  as  a  problem  source  in  the  Randsburg  area  because  of 
restrictions  placed  on  ORVs,  specifically,  difficulties 
encountered  in  obtaining  racing  permits  and  intensified  ecol- 
ogical damage  as  a  result  on  restricting  ORV  activity  to  so 
few  areas.   Off-road  vehicles  were  mentioned  by  the  paleontol- 
ogy club  as  contributing  to  inadvertant  destruction  of 
exposed  fossil  materials  in  the  areas  within  and  adjacent  to 
Randsburg. 


RED  ROCK  CANYON 
Activity  Type 


Map  #:   156 
Number  of  Clubs 


Motorcycling 

12 

Jeeping 

7 

Rockhounding 

4 

Dune  Buggying 

3 

Nature  Study 

3 

Vehicle  Camping 

2 

History 

1 

Plant  Study 

1 

Site  Survey 

1 

34  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 


20 

- 

50 

20 

- 

50 

5 

- 

10 

10 

- 

20 

2 

- 

5 

2 

- 

5 

2 

- 

5 

2 

- 

5 

50 

- 

+ 

Attributes:   ORV  area,  rocks  and  minerals,  scenery 
Problems:   crowding 

Problem  Statement:   crowding  was  mentioned  by  a  jeep  club  as 
a  problem,  specifically  to  Red  Rock  Canyon. 
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EL  PASO  MTS. 
Activity  Type 


Map  #:   158 
Number  of  Clubs 


Rockhounding  3 

Nature  Study  2 

Non-Vehicular  Camping      1 


6  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 
2-5 


1  - 

2  - 


Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals,  scenery,  wildlife 
Problems:   none  identified 


Map  #:   161 

7  Clubs  Responding 

Number  of  Clubs 

Approximate  Dispersion 

4 
1 
1 
1 

2-5 

2-5 

20  -  50 

2-5 

CLARK  MOUNTAINS 

Activity  Type 

Rockhounding 
Backpacking 
Plant  Study 
Site  Protection 

Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals,  scenery,  wildlife 
Problems:   none  identified 


CHINA  LAKE 

Activity  Type 

Nature  Study 

Archeology 

Rockhounding 

Motorcycling 

History 


Map  #:   167 

Number  of  Clubs 

3 
2 

1 
1 

1 


8  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

1-2 
1  -  - 
5-10 
20  -  50 
2-5 


Attributes:   archeological  value,  rocks  and  minerals,  scenery 
Problems:   none  indentified 


) 


RIDGECREST 

Activity  Type 

Nature  Study 
Rockhounding 
Motorcycling 
Jeeping 
Bird  Study 


Map  #:   168 

Number  of  Clubs 

2 
2 
2 
1 
1 


8  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

(1-2)  -  (20-50) 

2-5 

20  -  50 

2-5 

20  -  50 


Attributes:   ORV  area,  scenery,  wildlife 
Problems:   ORVs 

Problem  Statement:   off-road  vehicles  were  mentioned  by  a 
nature  study  group  as  very  destructive  to  the  local  environ- 
ment and  peaceful  atmosphere. 
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DUMONT  DUNES 

Activity  Type 

Dune  Buggying 
Jeeping 
Nature  Study 


Map  #:   16  9 

Number  of  Clubs 

12 
5 
2 


19  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

50  -   + 

20  -  50 

2-5 


Attributes:   dune  buggying  area,  ORV  area,  scenery 
Problems:   none  identified 


PANAMINT  MOUNTAINS   Map  #:   169 

Number  of  Clubs 


Activity  Type 

Rockhounding 
Jeeping 
Backpacking 
Site  Protection 


2 
2 

1 
1 


19  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 

5-10 
20  -  50 
10  -  20 

5-10 


Attributes:   scenery,  geology,  solitude 
Problems:   none  identified 


COSQ  MOUNTAINS 
Activity  Type 


Map  #:   177 
Number  of  Clubs 


Rockhounding 

2 

Vehicle  Camping 

1 

Nature  Study 

1 

Painting 

1 

Jeeping 

1 

History 

1 

7  Clubs  Responding 

Approximate  Dispersion 

5-10 
2-5 
5  -  10 
1  -  - 
20  -  50 
2-5 


Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals,  scenery,  geology 
Problems:   none  identified 


PANAMINT  VALLEY 
Activity  Type 


Map  #:   181 
Number  of  Clubs 


8  Clubs  Responding 
Approximate  Dispersion 


Nature  Study 

3 

2-5 

Backpacking 

1 

2-5 

Rockhounding 

1 

2-5 

Jeeping 

1 

20  -  50 

Archeology 

1 

2-5 

Non-vehicular 

Camping 

1 

2-5 

Attributes:   geology,  scenery,  solitude 
Problems:   none  identified 
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EUREKA  DUNES 

Map  #:   185 

Activity  Type 

Number  of  Clubs 

Jeeping 

Dune  Buggying 

Plant  Study 

3 
2 

1 

Approximate  Dispersion 

50  -  + 
20  -  50 
20  -  50 


ATTRIBUTES:   ORV  AREA,  SCENERY,  WILDLIFE 

Problems:   none  identified 

LAST  CHANCE  CANYON     Map  #:   187        14  Clubs  Responding 


Activity  Type 

Rockhounding 
Jeeping 
Paleontology 
Horseback  Riding 


Number  of  Clubs 

8 
4 

1 
1 


Approximate  Dispersion 

5-10 
20  -  50 

1-2 
10  -  20 


Attributes:   rocks  and  minerals,  geology,  scenery 

Problems:   motorcycling,  jeeping 

Problem  Statement:   motorcycling  and  jeeping  (off-road) 

activities  were  mentioned  by  rockhounding  and  paleontology 

clubs  to  be  destructive  to  the  natural  habitat  in  Last  Chance 

Canyon  and  its  immediate  vicinity. 


WHITE  MOUNTAINS 

Map 

#:   188 

5  Clubs  Responding 

Activity  Type 

Number  of  Clubs 

Approximate  Dispersion 

Backpacking 
Nature  Study 
Rockhounding 
History 

2 
1 

1 
1 

2-5 
1-2 
2-5 
2-5 

Attributes:   scenery,  geology,  wildlife 
Problems:   none  identified 


J 
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VII .   Issues 

The  most  salient  issue  identified  from  conversations  with 
organized  groups  using  the  desert  was  with  regard  to  the  use 
of  off-road  vehicles.   While  nearly  all  of  the  activity  types 
identified  may  use  off-road  vehicles  in  some  fashion,  the 
major  distinction  among  them  appears  to  be  the  nature  of 
their  use.   Some  use  off -road  vehicles  as  a  means  of  access 
to  an  area,  while  for  others  the  use  of  these  vehicles  in  a 
sporting  fashion  is  the  primary  recreational  activity. 

Recreationists  whose  activities  are  dependent  upon  the 
integrity  of  the  desert  resource,  expressed  alarm  at  the 
damages  caused  by  off-road  vehicles.   Recreationists 
interested  in  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  the  desert  were  generally 
insulted  by  the  noise  and  dust  association  with  off-road 
vehicles.   Most  organizations  within  each  of  these  extremely 
broad  activity  types  mentioned  that  off-road  vehicle  sports 
are  legitimate  uses  of  the  desert,  but  should  be  tightly 
restricted  to  areas  lacking  valuable  and  fragile  resource 
easily  damaged  by  off-road  vehicular  traffic. 

Respondents  from  organizations  whose  primary  activity 
involves  off-road  vehicle  sport  generally  felt  they  have  as 
much  right  to  use  the  desert  as  do  other  people.   Further- 
more, these  respondents  felt  that  damages  to  the  desert 
ecosystem  caused  by  their  activities  would  be  less  severe 
if  their  activities  were  rotated  among  a  greater  number  of 
areas. 

The  issue  of  providing  additional  facilities  in  the 
desert  was  mentioned  by  organizations  predominantly  involved 
in  some  form  of  camping.   While  the  majority  of  recreationists 
using  the  desert  are  engaged  in  camping,  most  are  equipped 
with  relatively  self-contained  camping  vehicles. 
Non-vehicular  campers  and  those  vehicular  campers  using  very 
popular  areas,  expressed  the  desire  to  have  potable  water 
and  lavatory  facilities  available.   Most  of  the  respondents, 
mentioning  the  issue  of  facilities,  indicated  the  provision 


149 


t 


of  facilities  in  any  but  the  most  heavily  used  areas  would 
be  an  unnecessary  expense  to  the  Government  (and  ultimately 
the  taxpayer) ,  and  would  have  undesirable  effects  on 
patterns  of  areas  used. 

"Specimen  collection"  was  an  issue  addressed  by  nature- 
study  groups  and  plant-study  groups  in  particular.   These 
groups  indicated  that  specimen  collection  (plants)  should 
be  generally  restricted,  yet  allowed  in  areas  subject  to 
future  impact,  (e.g.,  sites  scheduled  for  motor-racing, 
development,  etc.). 

Issues  concerning  the  vandalizing  of  historical  and 
cultural  resources,  (e.g.,  rock  paintings)  were  mentioned 
by  groups  engaged  in  historical  and  anthropoligical  study. 
"Human  nature"  and  the  access  afforded  by  the  off-road 
vehicle  were  suggested  as  major  causes  of  vandalism 
problems.   While  several  of  the  groups  raising  this  issue 
are  currently  involved  in  activities  related  to  site 
protection,  the  respondents,  generally,  indicated  that 
increased  enforcement  of  laws  protecting  cultural  resources 
was  also  in  order. 

Issues  concerning  environmental  damage  created  by  over- 
grazing of  cattle,  sheep  and  feral  burro  populations  were 
mentioned  by  nature  study,  plant  study,  site  protection, 
site  survey  and  mammal  study  groups.   Plant  and  native  study 
groups  generally  expressed  the  viewpoint  that  sheep  grazing 
depleted  natural  seed  banks  and  wildflower  populations  and 
were  also  permitted  to  graze  closer  to  scenic  highways  and 
roads  than  allowed  by  law.   Burro  populations  were 
identified  by  several  site  survey  and  mammal  study  groups 
as  possibly  displacing  populations  of  big  horn  sheep.   It 
was  felt  burro  populations  were  destructive  to  natural 
waterholes,  competed  for  limited  forage  and  should  be 
removed  from  the  ranges  of  big  horn  sheep. 
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